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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 430
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS (6)—RAILWAY MATTERS.
Beason tickets.

Hon. P. COLLIER {without notice) asked
the Minister for Railways: 1, Is he aware
that railway season tickets from Boulder to
the metropolitan or other districts have been
discontinued? 2, Ishe aware that passengers
from Bonlder can only secure these tickets
from Kalgoorlie to the places mentioned;

- and that this neeessitates the purchase of a
separate ticket to Kalgoortie and return every
time the passenger holding a.secason tieket
desires to travel? 3, If the facts are as
stated; will he arrange facilities to be given
for season tickets to be issued from the Boul-
der as previously?

The MINISTER FOR RATLWAYRE re-
plied: If the facts are found to be as stated
by the leader of the Opposition, I will have
the position rectified at onee,

Rocky Bay Reilway Bridge.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN asked the Minister
for Works: Seeing that money is freely of-
fered to th: Government, when is it bis in-
tention to erect the new railway bridge at
Rocky Bay, North Fremantle, for the safety
of those working and using the railwayst

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
The ¥ngineer-in-Chief is at present in the
Eastern States, and on his return the matter
will be further considered.

Rails for Sidings.

Mr. PICEERING asked the Minister for
Railways: When does he anticipate that rails
will be available for the provision of neces-
sary sidings on the railway system_of the
Statef

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: T am nof gware that any necessary
sidings are being held up through lack of
rails. -

Fencing.

Mr. JOHNSTON asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, Is it the intention of the Rail-
way Department to do anything in regard to
the fencing of railway lines? 2, Is he aware
that farmers whose properties are bisected by
the railway, such as Mr. Job, of Boundain,
suffer severe losses through their stock being
killed by the trains? 3, What relief or com-
pensgation is it proposed to give to such per-
sons?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, Not at the present time. Funds are
required for more urgent and necessary works
in providing faeilities for settlers along the
railway lines. If, however, owners of land
adjoining the railway are prepared to fence
their land, the department wounld be agreeable
to supply old sleepers, free of charge, for unse
ag posts. 2, Yes, but it is the duty of the
owners of the land to protect their gtoek and
prevent them from trespassing on the railway
lines. 3, The owners are not entitled to com-
pensation,

Motor Troins, Brown Hill loopline.
"Mr. LUTEY asked the Minister for Rail-
ways: 1, Have the -Government received any
reports or information regarding the utilising
of motor trains on the Brown Hill loopline®
2, If so, are they satisfactory?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, No. 2, Bee reply to No. 1.~

Railway E:aténsionﬁEspemnae North-
. wards.
Hon. T. WALEER asked the Minigter for
Worka: What steps have been taken during
recess to fulfil the oft-repeated promise to

proceed with the authorised railway from
Esperance northwards?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
Blecpera for this railway have been gsent for-

ward at every available opportunity, and are
atill being forwarded.

n

QUESTION—-STATE CHILDREN AND
CHARITIES ALLOWANCE.

Mr. MUNSTE asked the Colomial Seere-
tary: 1, Is it the intention of the Govern-
ment to give effect to the recommendations
of the Select Committee’s interim report on
the State Children and Charities Department
presented on 21st November, 1918, partien-
larly item .No. 1, which reads as follows: —
‘“The present monetary allowance to institu-
tions, foster parents, and natural parents for
the keep of children is quite inadequate. Your
committee recommends an all round payment
of 10s. per week for each child until that child
reaches the age of 14 years? 2, If so, when?
3, If not, why not?
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The COLONIAL SECRETARY replied :
1, In most cases the Comumittee’s recomman-
dations have already been complied with. The
monetary allowance to institutions has not
been increased. Foster mothers receive 10s.
per week for children under one year; from
one year to two years, 9s.; and from two to
fourteen years, 8s. Foster mothers of young
delicate babies receive up to 12s, 6d. per
week, Natural parents for the keep of their
own children now receive 3s. per week in lien
of 7s. per week, The additional 1s. per week
per child operated from 15th May last. 2
and 3, Anawered by No. L

QUESTION—RAVENSTHORPE
SMELTER.

Mr, HUDSON asked the Minister for
Mines: 1, Is it the intention of the Depart-
ment to run another campaign at the Ravens-
thorpe smelter; if so, when? 2, Are the sup-
pliers of ore to the smelter, who have ob-
tained advances on i, being charged interest
on such advances? 3, Are such suppliers to
be held aceountable for any overpayments in
advanee consequent on delay in starting
smelter or of fall in price of metals$ 4, Are
the overhead charges at the smelter to be
debited to the next campaign from the date
of closing of the last campaign; if not, from
what date? 5, At what fixed eharge for (a)
treatment, and (b} realisation is the Depart-
ment prepared to accept ore from producers?
G, Is it intended to issue an amended or alter-
native tariff for the Ravensthorpe smelter; if
80, when? :

The MINTSTER FORE MINES replied: 1,
Yes. As soon as a working staff ean be col-
lected; probably by the end of this month, 2,
Yes, To recoup the Government the interest
payable by it on the moneys so advanced. 3;
The right of the Government to exact repay-
ment. for advances must be maintained, but
from present knowledge it is unlikely that
any reclamation will be neeessary, and it has
been decided that, in view of all the eircum-
stances, if smeh should prove the case, no re-
clamations will be exacted for the forthcom-
ing campaign. 4, Usunal charges for sampling
and assay will be made, but other overhead
charges limited to three months prior to start
of smelting. 5 and G, The whole guestion of
fixing a charge for treatment or realisation
does not arise in connection with the forth-
coming campaign, advances having already
been made against the ore which is now
available for treatment. The existing lease
of the smelter will expire at the end of De-
cember mext, but the Government has the
option of remewal, and the whole matter will
require to be considered in conjunction with
these facts.

QUESTION—MINES, EKALGOORLIE,
DEEP BORING.
Mr. LUTEY asked the Minister for Mines:
1, Is it the intention of the Government to

eommence systematic deep boring at the
north and south ends of the Golden Mile?
2. Tf so, when is it the intention of the Gov-
ernment te commence operations on this most
important work?

The MINISTER FOR MINES replied:
1, A request for assistanee to carry out bor-
ing operations at the north end was received
and a promise given that on a company
being formed finaneial assistance would be
extended by the department, but efforts to
form a company failed. A similar offer has
been made to a company now being formed
for boring at the south end and finality is
expected to be reached within the next few
weeks. 2, S0 soon as the company is ready
to let & contract.

QUESTION—BRAN AND POLLARD
SUPPLIES.

Mr. LUTEY asked the Hongrary Minister:
1, Have the Government taken-sny stepe to
see that an adequate supply of bran and
pollard is retained in the Btate for local con-
sumption, at a .reasonable price? 2, If so,
what steps have been taken?®

The HONORARY MINISTER replied: 1,
Yes, 2, Arrangements have been made by
the Wheat Scheme to see that all offal from
the wheat sold to them for gristing is com-
served for local consumption at the prices
fixed by the Prices Regulation Commission,

QUESTION —EDTICATION, BUSSELTON
SCHOOL.

Mr. PICKERING asked the Minigter for °
Works: 1, When does he purpose calling
tenders for the urgent additions required to
the Busselton State school? 2, Ts he aware
that the temporary accommodation used by
the Education Department at Busselton is
eminently unsuited for the purpose?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
1 and 2, The plans are being revised, and
t-l:lg dnecessary accommeodation will be pro-
vided.

QUESTION—CONSTRUCTION™~COSTS
AND GOVERNMENT WORKS.

AMr. PICEERING asked the Minister for
Works: What is the poliey of the Govern-
ment with regard to carrying out urgent
.wor;(s in view of the increased cost of build-
ing

The MINIBTER FOR WORKS repled:
Owing te the present high cost of building
the Government can only earry out moat ur-
gent works, which will necessarily restriet
the extent of building operations,

QUESTIONS (2)—JETTY, BUSSELTON.
Extension.

Mr. PICKERING asked the Minister for
Works: 1, Does he purpose making provision
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ot the Egtimates for the extension of the head
of the Busselton jetty? 2, If not, why mot?

The ‘MINISTER .FOR WORKS replied:
1 and 2,1 The Minister for Works proposes to
vigit the district shortly, and will then go into
the .matter, .

Repairs,

Mr, PICKERING asked the Minister for
Ratlways: 1, If all the repairs necessary to
enahle ships to be loaded on both sides -of the
Busselton jetty have been carried out by the
department? 2, If not, when will such re-
pairs be effected?

. The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re
plied: 1, Yes. 2. See No. 1. .

QUESTION—TAXATION AND HIGHER
EXEMPTIONS.

Mr. DAVIES asked the Premier: Is it his
intention to introduée during this session an
amendment of the Land and Inecome Tax’ As-
sessment Aect to provide for higher éxzemp-

" tionst . o

The PREMIER replied: As.there are so

many exemptions upder the Aet, it is impos-

sible to know which exemptiona the honour-

able member refers to. This question will
.not be decided until the matter of taxation
receives further comsideratiom. .

QUESTION-—WORKERS' HOMES.
Mr, JOHNSTON asked the Premier: In
view of the large increase in the cost of build-
ing houses, is it the intention of the Govern-
ment to amend-the Workers’ Homes Act s0
a3 to permit homea to be erected under the
. said Aet to a value of, say, £750, in leu of

the existing limit of £550'¢ Co

The PREMIER replied: Not at present.

QUESTION—WHEAT FREIGHT
CHARGES.

Mr, GRIFFITHS asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, Is he aware that wheat was in
1919 railed to ports from Narembeen at
43, d. per bushel and from Bruce Roek at 4d.

- per bushel? 2, That the freight charged to-
day is 5d4. per bushel from Narembeen and
from Bruce Rock 414d.? 3, Why a difference
of 14d. per bushkel in 1919 and in 1920 3d.
between the two places? 4, Will he see that

Narembeen freight charges shall be im the -

same proportion as those from Bruce Rock?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYE re-
plied: 1 No. The rates charged in 1918
from Narembeen to its nearest shipping port
was 14s, 3d. per ton, and from Brnee Rock
11s. 7d. Taking 37 bushels o the tom, this
equalled a 4-23/27d. and 3-28/37d. per bushel
respectively.
inereased by 1s, per ton in each case, equal-
ling 12/37d. per bushel, making the charges
per busHel 4-35/87d. ez Narembeen and
4-3/37d. ex Bruce Roek.

2, Freight since then has been’

QUESTION—GGLD, PRICE.

Mr: GREEN-asked the Minister for Mines:
1, At what date since the beginning of .the
war did the priee of gold per oumece appreei-
ate over the normal standard pricef? .2, What
was the amount of the. first rise in price?
3, What has been the price per .ounce for
each six months period mince the first appre-
ciation? 4, What is presumed to be the ap-
proximate tendency in the imimediate future?

The MINISTER FOR MINES replied: 1,
Gold began to appreciate almost immediately
after the declaration of war but until the
formation of the Gold Producers’ Associa-
tion in Marpch, 1919, it was not permissible
to export gold from Awustralia, 2, The first
{lividend paid for the accounting period ended
June, 1919, was 58. 7d. per standard ounce.
For the accounting period ended December,
1919, the dividend was 13s. per standard
ounce. For the accounting period ended June,
1920, an interim dividend of 20s. per cunce
has been paid. 3, Answered by No."2, 4,itis
hoth impracticable and dangerous to fore-
cast. '

QUESTION--INSURANCE AGENTS’
DISPUTE. .

Mr. JONES askedl the Premier: 1, Is he
aware that there iz a strike of insurance
agents in the Statet 2, Is he aware that the
clags of insurance business these men work
has been obtained by the assurance that the
premiums will be collected weekly or bi-
weekly? 3, Does he know that the poliey
holders are threatemed with lapse of their
policies¥ 4, Do the Government propose to
take any steps to prevemt this injustice to
poliey holders who tock out policies in good
faith and on the understanding the premivms

‘would be collected?

The PREMIER replied: 1 and 2, T have
no official knowledge of this matter or any
knowledge heyond what has appeared in the
Press. 3, T have no reason to believe that
policy holders are threatened with.a lapse of
their policies. 4, No. '

BILL-—SUPPLY £2,059,000.
All Stages.

__The PREMIER and COLONIAL TREAS-
URER (Hom J. Mitchell—Northam) [4.45]:
I move—

That so much of the Standing Orders be
suspended as is necessary to enable reso-
lations from the Committee of Supply and
Waye and Means to be Tteported and
adopted on the same day on which they
shall have passed those Committees, and
also the passing of a Supply Bill through
all its stages in one day, and to enable the
business aforesaid to- be entered upon and
dealt with before the Address-in-Reply i3
adopted. .

Question put and passed.



" Message.

Message from the Governor reecived and
-read- recommending appropriation in connee-
tion w;th the Bill.

In Committes of Supply. l.

- The Honse having resolved itself into
Committee of Supply, - Mr. Stubhs in the
Chair, -
The PREMIER and COLONIAL, TREAS-
URER (Hon. J.  Mitchell-Northam)
- I move— . .

That' there be. gra.nted to His Majesty
on account of the services of ‘the year end-
ing 20th June, 1921, a fum not axceedlng
- £2,059,000,

I think I ought to explain that it has not been
possible to call Parliament together earlier
than the first week in August. Hon. members

..are aware that during the past few months
. I have been,obliged.to attend conferences
in Melbourne, and after my return, the
Prince’s visit nceupied a good deal of time,
Then, following that, other difficulties pre-
sented themselves. Hon. -members, therefore,
will not object to the delay which has oe-
curred. 1t is not, of courae, unugnal for Paz-
Liament to meet in Augist. It has assembled
. a8 late as that on previous oceasions, but
" money has not been spent without appmval
. I do not propose to discuss the finances at

" this stage because I hope to bring dewn the i

Estimates before long. But for the unfor-
tunate strike of civil servants the Fstimates
would have been well under way at the pres
ent time.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: That,will cover &
multitude of sins this year.

The PREMIER: Everyone knows ths,t the
Government offices were closed for three
weeks, -That fact made a great difference.

Hon, W, C. 'Angwin: Still, it will cover a
multitnde of sins,

The PREMIER: The hon, member’s sihs,
" not mine. Y desire to point out to hon. mem-
bers thaf the deficit last year was £668,000.
The first six months of the financial year
were bad, prineipally on acecount of the db-
sence of shipping. It will be remembered
that ghipping was hung up for no less than

24 weeks, and in that period the Btate went -

back to the extent of £633,000. When ship-
. Ping was restored our business went on as
usugal, and in the second half of the year the
position improved vastly. The deficit for the
second half of the year was £64,473, while
that for the eorresponding six months of the
previous year wag £245,684, I informed hon.
memhérs that when tra.de improved the fin-
ances would improve as well ‘I think the
House will agree that I was right when I
- made that statement, At any rate it is a
' faect that during the past siz months our
" position has become buoyant again, I may
‘.also inform the House that to- -day we have

*-at our eommand in this State apd in London

loan moneys totalling £1,837,600. OfFf this
amount £370,000 raised in" London" has been

- 'whole of.it.
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-
used ‘towards paying interest and
fund.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: Ts that two years’
agreement up yet?

The ‘PREMIER: No,

Hon, W. C, Angwin: Then the money has
not been paid.

The PREMIER: We have not used the
We used £461,000. At any rate
that is the posmon I w1sh hon, members to
realise that there is no need for the State to
go on the money murket for some time to
come, This fact is due to the good scasons
whieh have been experienced. A considerable
sum of monsy was available. after the last
harvest for payments to the Industries As-
sistance Board.

Hon. P. Collier: That is, you had the
benefit of money which we had to find. '

The - PREMTER: The hon. member need
not worry about that, It is a fact that the
good season and the money from the farmérs
did make it possible for.us to finance and to
have this balance.

Hon. P. Collier: And it is also a fact that
this money was found in the bad seasons
when we were in office.

The PREMIER: It was found out of the
15 millions which the hon. member’s Govern-
ment borrowed. There ‘was every reason why
it should have. been found.

Hon. P. Collier. You are getting the bene-
fit now of cheap money which we borrowed.

The PREMIER: That iz so. We have on
deposit at credit of the Savings Bank account
about £800,000. It is not necessary for ma
to say a.nythmg more beyond that I am asking
for three months’ supply.

Hon. . Collier: What is the total amount ?

sinking

The PREMIER: The total amount is
£2,059,000. That is for all purpaoges, of
course. .

Hon. P. COLLIER: It is not my inten-
tion to go into anything in the nature of a
detailed consideration of the finances on the
question of supply. Moreover, I have no de-
sire to ecover tha ground or any portion of the
ground I traversed last evening. Before the
Committee grant supply to the Treasurer,
there are one or two questions regarding
which we ought to have gome information.

The Premier: I wish you had given notice
of them.

Hon. P. COLLIER: They are questions
which are so obviously in the nature of infor-
mation required that the'Tréasurer might weil
have anticipated them. First of all, the Com-
mittee ought to be in possession of the fullest
possible information regarding the purchase
of the timber lease and mills from the South-
West Hewers’ Society. I am surprised that
the Minister for Works, who T believe was the
Minister responsible for the purchase, did not
avail himself of the first opportunity when
the House met to place the whole of the facts
and particulars before the country. I say T
am surprised, becanse I have such a lively
recollection of the manner in Ywhich - that
Minister, and his colleagues as well, trounced
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the Labour Government for withholding in-
formation after making what they alleged to
be secret contracts. The fact is that this
purchase was made during the recess and con-
trary to the Constitution ®

The Premier: Oh, no!

Hon, P. COLLIER: I shall show befere I
have finished that it is contrary to the Con-
stitution in the opinion, at any rate, of the
Premier and his colleagues in the present
Cabinet. T am not taking exception to the
purchase of this proposition on its merits, As
a matter of faet, I do ot koow anything
about it. I do not know whether it was a
good deal for the State or otherwise, but we
are entitled to have information.
who was foremost in demanding an explana-
tion of the transactions of Ministers during
the recess in former years was the present
Minister himself. The information should have

been supplied to us immediately the House:

met. The Minister for. Works should have
replised that it was his duty to place the
‘House in the fullest possession of all the facts
and cirennmstances which induced him to make
this purchase. I want to know and the eoun-
try wants to know what is the area of this
concession, was the propesition valued by an
independent expert who was gualified to make
2 report and tecommendation to the Gavern-
ment, or on what infermation or what are the
faets which led the (Government to make the
purchase. ‘

Hon. W, C. Angwin: There is a resolution
which was carried here against secret com-
tracts. " -

Hop. P. COLLIER: Yes, and particularly
against the Government making purchases or
entering into seeret contracts during the re-
cess and hehind the back of Parliament. The
Minister for Works ought to have known
about that. -

The Premier: There is no secret about if.
It was known to members, .

Hon. P. COLLIER: It was not known to

The Premier:
Collie?

Hon. P. COLLIER: It-is utterly childish
for the Premier to attempt to saddle the re-
sponsibility of the Government on a private
member. If the member for Collie (Mr.
Wilson) carried on negotiations for the pur-
chase of the sawmills as agent or otherwise
for the company, which he was perfeetly en-
titled to do, it is ridienlous for the Premier to
say that I should go to the member for Collie
for my information. I am going to the right
source.
ment who were responsible, I do not wish to
be referred to the member for Collie, whe
had nothiug to do with it except in his pri-
vate capacity.

* Mr. Munsie: No ore knows yet what the
Government paid for it.

Hon, P, COLLIER: Very few members
of the House kmow anything of the details
of the purchase, escept that the purchase
was made. We read in the newspaper that
the Government had aequired the property

Where is the member for

The man

I have a right to go to the Govern--

but, beyond that, we know nothing. The Gov-
ernment ought to have justified the purchase
and placed us in possession of the fullest in-
formation. I do not doubt that it might
have been 2 good business deal- from the
peint of view of the Government, but I want
to know how the Government justify their
action or square their action in this connec- .
tion with their attitude in the past. Aeccord-
ing to the contention raised by Ministers in
the past, thi¢ iz an unconstitutional pur-
chase. When the Labour Government ex-
pended some public funds on the purchase of
steamships in years gone by, we were chal-
lenged not only in this House by men who
are now gitting on the Treasury benehes but
in another place. It was then contended that
the expenditure of public funds for the pur-
chase of any proposition of this deseription
without a special appropriation was umncon-
gtitutional. I did not altogether agree that
that wag so. There ig a vote every year in
the Appropriation Bill from which the monsey
can be drawn for purchases or expenditure
of this deseription. .I refer to the advance
to the Treasurer. ‘

‘The Premisr:” And -State sawmills,

Hon. P, COLLIER: No, this House did
not vote any money under the heading of
State sawmilis for the purchagse of additional
sawmills, . B
“Hon, W. C. Angwin: They were running
the” State sawmills on commission af the
time.

Hon, P. COLLIER: The fact is that the
Government, contrary ‘to their professed
policy, and not only contrary to their pro-
posed policy but contrary to the Constitu-
tion in accordance with their arguments in
the past, have purchased this proposition.
They are guilty in a double sense, gnilty I
say of hoodwinking the publi¢ or breaking
their pledges to the publie by extending the
cperations of the State trading concerns, and
guilty of a violation of the Constitution, ac-
cording to their arguments, in expending
public funds without a specific. appropria-
tion by Parliament. I go back for some
years to the time when the Government of
which T was a member took precisely.similar
action. They made the purchase of a steam-
ship and the amount involved was not as
large as the amount involved in this pur-
chase. At that fime we were challenged in
this House by a direct amendment by the
then leader of the Opposition on what he
alleged to- be our wunconstitutional action,
and we were challenged by members in an-
other place a3 well, Af that time Mr. M. L.
Moss, who was leader of the Oppesition in
the non-party Hounse, moved this amendment
to the Address-in-réply:—

That the following words be added
‘“and to protest against expenditure in-
curred by your Exeellency’s Ministers
without an Aet of Appropriation, such
procedure being "derogatory to the privi-
leges of Parliament and. subversive of the
Constitution, while in additior thereto, the-
proposal contained in your Excelleney’s
Speech, implying that a ratification by the,
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.- Logislative Aggembly of such unguthorised
. expenditure ‘js sufficient in law, ignores the
. constitutional rights of the Legislative

Couneil.?*

That amendment was moved by Mr.’
and was carried in another place. The
amendment . referred to the action of ‘the
Eabour Government in spending funds for
the purchase of steamships. It was precisely
on all-fourrs with the adtion of the present
Government in purchasing these sawmills,
That was the view held by Mr. Moss. It was
most vigorously and I have no doubt elo-
quently supported by the present DMinister
. for Edueation (Mr. Colebateh).

" Hon. W. C. Angwin:
port that, surely!

" Homn, P, COLLIER:
‘Moes’s amendmment this is what Mr.
batch stated—

Now the. Government have reversed that
order.” They have bought the boats first.
There may have been preliminary inquiry,
but from what I have been able to ascer-
tain_ it appears to me that there has not
boen. If there had been, surely we shonld

, have known something about it. Now we
know nothing of the details in this matter,
and we ean only assume that the Govern-
ment acted in exactly the opposite direc-

. tion to that which would be adopted by a
trained socialist. They are going to get
Parliamentary sanction as a second step—

Precisely what the Minister for Education
and his colleagues are doing in this instance.

. and after that I suppose they will consider
whether it will pay and achieve the objeet
at which they are aiming. This is net a
matter of constitutional technieality, but a
disorderly, unbusinesslike, and unconstitu-
tional thing—

Mark those words bow definite and emphatie

they are. )

. which might or might not be wrong, but

. which, if right, must be dome in an or-
derly, business:like, and -~ constitutional
IManner. '

That was the view held by Mr, Colebateh of

the actions of the Labour Government at that
time. Tn concluding his spesch on that oe-
casion, Mr, Colebatch said—

T .shall support the amendment because
" T do not support any breach ef the Con-
. stitution.

What a stickler for the striet letter of the

In support of Mr.
Cole-

Constitntion the Minister for Educatlon was -

on that oceasion.

Mr. Hardwick: The

Hon. P. COLLIER: The member for
Easai‘:u Perth does not understand this anbject
at

Mr. Hardwick: T know mote ahout the
matter than you do.

Hon. P. COLLIER: If there is one gues-
tion on which one would not expéet  the
member for East Perth to butt in, it is the
constitutional question.

Mr, Underwood: But did your Govern-
nment observe the Constitntion?

eonst:tutmna,l as-

© pect—-—

Moss

He would not sup- |

Hon. P. COLLIER: We bad great difficul-
ties to contend with, including the member
for Pilbara, The \[mlster for Eduecatiom
said— ’ o

T shall support® the amendment because:
I do not support any breach of the Con-
stitution. We may be right, or we may
- be wrong, in our approval or disapproval
of the Constitution; but we must ba
wrong if we (hsregard it. We may not
believe in the terms of the Constitution,
but we must abide by it because it is the
only means we have of ensuring that the
Executive and Parliament ghall be the
servants and not the masters of the peo-
ple.

Mr. Underwood: How much notice did
you take of that when in office?

Hon. P, COLLIER: That iz not the point
at all. I want to know where the consia-
tency of the present Government comes in,
I want to know how they justify their ac-
tion in earrying through 4 dedl to-day,
which in those years they condsmned in
sugh strong terms, If the action of the
Labour Government in purechasing a ship
without a special appropriation for the pur-
pose was unconstitutional, surely the action
of the present Government in purchasing
sawmills on this oceasion is uncornstitutional.
There ean he no question whatever as to the
consistency, at any rate, of that argument.
I think I am justified in stressing this
point, beecause I know very well that our
friends opposite, when in OQpposition, made
a great deal of political capital out of the
action of the Labour Government., It was
not a matter of joking to them. They pro-
claimed what they termed the unconstitu-
tipnal and illegal action of the Labour Gov-
ernment from Wyndham to Eucla at the
time and in subsequent years as well. How
goon they have forgotten their professed
principles! The present Minister for Works
was one of the men who were moest fre-
quently on their feet them demanding in-
formation. Memberl of the present Gov-
ernment, when in Oppesition, referred to-
thisa purchase on the part of the Labour
Glovernment as a eecref purchase, and said
there was something behind it, and com-
plained that no informetion was given or
was obtainable with regard to it.  There-
fore ¥ am justified in asking why the Min-
ister for Works himself has not taken the
House into his confidence at the very earli-
est opportunity regarding this purchase of
sawmills. Apparently he is quite prepared
to allow the session to drift on without sup-
plying any information 2t all to the House
concerning the reasons which actnated him
in making this purchase. That is the con-

. stitutional side of the matter from the Gowv-

ernment’s own point of view.

Mr, Underwood: From whose point of
view?

Hon, P. COLLIER: From the point of
view of bon, members now in the Govern- -
ment and who were then in Opposition,
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_Mr. “Underwood: From -Moss’s point of
view, . . .
Hon. P: COLLIER: Does not the hon.
member know that I quoted someone else
besides Mr. Moss?. I quoted also the pre-
sent Minjster for Education. However, Mr.
Moss, while occupying a seat in another
place, was recognised as & high constitu-
tional authority. If I cared to take up the
time of the House, which I do not desire
to_do, I could go through ‘‘Hansard’’ and
read for the next two hours quotations from
speeches of the present Premier and the
present ‘Minister for Works and other mem-
bers prominent in the Opposition of that
day, every one of them stremnously support-
ing the contention raised by Mr. Moess. The
motion referred to was carried in another
place—I, think three or four Labour mem-
ers alone dissenting from if. ]

Mr, Underwood: Did we worry abont
Mogat No.

Hon, P, COLLIER: I did not think an in-

dependent member would be go anxicus to
defend & party with which he is not now
agsociated,

Mr. Underwoo_;i: I am not defending any-b

body. ]

The CHATRMAN: Order! .

Houn. P. COLLIER: I say, too, that while,
atrietly speaking, ‘the purehagse does not
legally contravene the State Trading Coun-
¢erns Aet, morally it does do so. The Gov-
ernmient themselves were responsible  for
passing throngh Parliament an Aet which
forbids the establishment by any Govern-
ment of any new trading concern without
the sanction of both Houses of Parliament.

The Minister for Works: This is not a

new State trading concern.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I know it is not.

. Hon. W. C. Angwin: It now deals in soft
wood and joinery and so on, which it did
not do previously. .

Hon. P. COLLTER: On a sirict reading of
the Act, I consider that the Government
‘have probably not broken it, but un-
doubtedly . they have broken the spirit of
‘their own Act. The measure provides that
no new trading concern shall be established
-without the congent of both Houses of Par-
Tiament. While the sawmills may not be
‘a new trading concern, the purchase repre-
-Bents’ an extension of an existing trading
<oncern. i

The Minister for Works: A natural ex-
tension.

.Hon. P, COLLIER: The natural way one
would have expected the Minister to deal
-with State trading concerns would be to get
1id of them, and mnot te provide for their
-extension, natural or otherwise. That is

what he was returned to office to 2ccom-

plish—the abolition of the State
-¢oneerns.
Mr. Munsie:
-game to do,
Hgn, P. COLLIER: The Minister will say
that it is a good business deal, and that the
wwhole enterprise of State sawmilling can be

trading

And what he has not been

carried on wmore effectively now with 3 jarrah
mill associated with the . karri, than by the
produoction of karri only, and that, taken as

.a whole, the State sawmilling business is =z

better business proposition by reason of the
acquisition of this. property. That may be
50; I am not questioning the business aspeet
of the deal at all. I am questioning the prin-
ciple of the Minister in purchasing the pro-
perty without a special appropriation by Par-
liament, seeing that he condemned other Min.
isters in the past for acting similarly, I am
alzo condemning him for not placing the full
faets of the purchase before the House at
the earliest possible opportunity. That is
what ought to have been done. I say, fur-
ther, that the Government, if they were sin-
cere in their poliey of getting rid of State
trading concerns, would have no difficulty
whatever in disposing of the State sawmills
to-day. , :

The Premier: Would you support the Gav-
ernment in that? '

Hon. P. COLLTER: I would not support
them, because it is not Wy principle to sup-
port the sale of thése State enterprises. But
it Ministers were politically honest, they
would sell them, because they profess
it is their principle to sell those trad-
ing concerns. The Government could sell the
Btate sawmills to-morrow, I believe that if
the Minister for Works offefed them for sale;
he would have a seore of purchasers from all
over the world, Purehasers for the sawmilla
wounld spring up everywhere. Not only do
the Government purchase a sawmill during
recéss without parliamertary approval, but
they have prevented: the. company concerned
from acecpting two offers made for the saw-
mill prior to its purchase by the Government,
The ¢ompany were desirons of selling, but
the Government refused to allsw them to sell
to private purchasers. The Government re-

_fnsed to allow the tramafer of the property,

‘‘hecause,’’ they said, ““we want it our-
selves. ??

The Premier: No.

.The Minister for Works:
qnite correet. .

Hon. P. COLLIER: The Government prob-
ably did not say ‘‘becausié we require it our-
selves,’’ but seeing that they purchased the
property soon afterwards, that would appear
to have been the reagon. o

The Minister for Mines: I can assure you
that when the first refusal of transfer was
made, the question of whether the Govern-
mont should pnrechase was never discussed.

on. P. COLLIFR: What was the object
of refusing the transfer?

The Premier: It was refused
Forests Aet. ) -

Hon. P. COLLIER: T know that the trans-
fer was refused betore the purchase by the
Government took place, and I believe the
company could have sold at a higher price
than that at which the Government bought.
8o far as thé merits of the deal are con-
cerned, 1 believe the Government made a
good bargain. They purchased the property
for. T think, £61,000 eash, and there were
labilities against thg property which brought;

That is not -

inder the
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the total purchage price up to £84,000; but
as against that there were liguid assets
amounting to a very comsiderable sum—I do
- not know the exact total—bringing the actual
cost of the concern to the Govefnment very
much below £84,000—1 do not know to what
extent, but by very many thousands. I con-
tend, however, that the present Government,
having passed through Parliament a measure
which provides that no new -énterprise shdll
be established without parliamentary -autho-
rity, ounght at least to obey the spirit as well
as the letter of that law, The Act in ques-
tion says—

No trading concern other than those
to which this Act applies, or shall.apply,
ghall, unless expressly authorised by. Par-
liameént, be hereafter established or car:

* ried on by the Government of the State,
or by any person acting on behalf of sueh

Government or under its anthority.

Ar T have already said, I agree that thig is
not a new trading coneern, but an extension
of an eXisting trading concern. Neverthe-
less, the Government responsible for the pass-
ing of that Act have broken, if not the letter,
the spirit of the section I have quoted. I do
not wish to pursue the subject any further,
but I hope the Minister for Works will, not
justify. the deal from the business aspect, but
justify hisz action on the point of principle.
He can only justify it by somersaunlting. X
would like the hon. gentleman to tell the
Committee, when he speaks, whetlier he agrees
with his colleague the Minister for Education
that such a purchase is unconstitutional.
Does' he agree to-day with his own utterances
of 4 few years ago? Does he agree with the
view of the Minister for Education that the
purchase is unconstitutional? :

The Minister for Works:
anything unconstitutional. ‘

Hon. P. COLLIER: Then the Minister’s
colleague is wrong. '

The Minister for Works: I could not say
even that.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The Minister for Edu-
cation, since the days when he gave expres-
gion to the views I have quoted, has been
associated with the Minister for Works in
Cabinet, and no doubt has been converted by
that Minister. As a matter of fact, there is
not in the Cabinet another Minister whom I
appreciate so mueh as I do the Minister for
Works, beeause that hon. gentleman, though
entering wupon Ministerial office with the
avowed object of destroying.all the trading
eoncerns of this State, hag become the most
whole-héarted supporter of those enterprises
that is to be found within the walls of this
Chamber. I am pleased that the Minister
for Works is administering these affairs, be-
cause ‘with all his experience he is placing
them on a sound business footing. Many of
them are paying concerns, and this fact is
helping to establish our policy in the minds
of the public as a sound one. So long as
Labour alone sopported this kind of trad-
ing, a section of the community was scep-
tical as to its being a wise policy,
but., seeing - that it is, now being whole-
heartedly pushed along by our friends

I have not done
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opposite, this ghould have  the effect
of ‘eonvincing' many thousands of  per-
sons who hitherto were opposed to the prin-
ciple. » No. doubt we shall shortly have all the
people-in the State enthusiastic supporters of
the principle of -State trading. Why did the
FPremier pursue the unusual and exgeptional
course of not making available' for. publica-
tion the report of the Royal -Commisgion
whieh dealt with the Nationalist workers- at
Fremantle! I have never known of an in-
gtance in which the report of a Royal Cém-
niisgion has not been made available immedi-
ately for the inforination of the public. The
report of ‘this Royal Commission was sub-
mitted to the Government early in the recess,
but was withheld from publication, Fur:
ther, the-amount of compensation paid by the
Government was alse withheld. Why wero
the Government so modest in this matter?
If they have performed a worthy action and
given compensation to highly déserving per-
song in the cominunity, why have they mnot
let the whole world know? This involves the
expenditure, we are told, of £17,000 of 'the
taxpayers’ money, but this information wah
only obtained yesterday in answer to. a ques:
tion. ) .

Mr. Mungie: The Nationalist scabs have
had over £22,000.

Hon. P, COLLIER: I presume the Govern-
ment have acted in what they believed to hé
an equitable manner and that they have only
doné what they consider to be an ‘act -of
justice to the men eoncerned. DBut if ‘that is
&0, why have they '‘not given thé information
to the public? L :

The Premier:
the matter, . :

Hen, P, COLITER: Why has it not béen
made public? Does the Premier think that
the handing over of £17,000 of public funds
is of so little eoncern as to be unworthy of
mention? The report of the Royal Com-
miggion should have heen placed on the Tabls
of the House on the first day of the session.
Apparently the Government have felf them:
selves bound to pay whatever was awarded
by the Royal Coinmission. I weill remember
during last session, with regard to' the pay:
ment of this particular Commission, that
when the peint was raised that whatever
was recommended would have to be paid, it
was strenuously denied by Ministers that this
was 50, and they stated that the Government
were free to pay what they liked. Certain
amounts weére awarded by the Royal Com-
mission, and we should be in possession of
the information without having to ask for
it. I am opposed to giving the Government
supplies for a period of three months, -

- The Premier. One month has already gone.

Hon. P. COLLITER: No one can deny. that
our finances are drifting, and if the Govern;
ment will not take control of the finances it is
tinie the House did. We should not be do*
ing cur duty to the public if we voted a sum,
of two million pounda to cover ome-fourth of
the year’s expenditure, en blog, without firat
receiving the fullest information in regard to
that expenditure. I have never known of suchr

»

There is nothingto hide i
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an amount béing asked for’ before th.hout
‘information being supplied. I intend to moyve
an amendment to reduce the amount” by
£686,333 and shall expect to receive the sup-
port "of members on the cross benches. T’ the
Hguse of Representatives, members of the
Gou.nt.ry party, when Mr. Hughes ashked. for a
thrée months’ sipply, veted for an zmend-
" miént to rednce the amcunt so as to. grant
Only a two months’ supply, and the amend-
ment was only’ det'cated by three or four votes.

Mr. Johoston: The Government accepted it
ag a vote of no confidence, .

=‘Hon. P. COLLIER: ‘Totmthstanﬁmg the
fact that the Prime Minister threatened that
if the amendment wag earried it would.méan
a "dissolution of Parliament, our friends of
the Country party in the Holise of Represen-
tatives voted for the amendment in ordet to
endeavour fto check the recklesi expenditure

of “public, funds, which has characterised the-

Government during recent years, Unless this
House resumes control of the finances and
closely analyses and examines the expenditure,
we shall never get back on to-.the road of
Progperity again, Tf we agiee to' vole two
million pounds in a few months, after such a
long recess, it will be an” indication o’ the
Government that we endorse their policy of
rockless’ expenditore and drift, and serve to
show that we are not concerned in the matter.
Parliament is in session and if the Government
want more money after the two months have

expired, they can readily come to the House.

and ask for it. Tt is better for this Chambér

1o grant only a two months’ supply, 'and for .

the Govermment. then to ask for further sup-
ply .at a later period.
ment—-—

P ‘That the.amount be redneed by £686,333.

* The PREMIER:
position knows that supply ia asked for at the
béginning of every session. We have asked
for supply for three months. This period
¢ovérs July, Aungust, and September. The.
Kader of the Opposition says that  two

months’ supply will earry us on to the end of

Auggust, and thai then we must eome along |

for 'further supply to carry us on to the end
of September. I would point out that the
end of August will be here in a fortnight,
His proposal iz a ridiculons gne, for he asks
1 to bring down a seeond Supply Bill in a
fortmght

: Hon. P. Collier: If necessary.

The PREMIER: It would be necessary
Apparently the hon. member is willing to
vote a two months’ supply without a word
of protest.

Hon, P. Co]ﬁer:
for half an hour.

The PREMIER: If the hon. member had
the vote reduced by the amount suggested
He would be still willing that the re-
mainder be passed, and apparently Ie
wonld be willing Thefore the "end of
Angust to vote another £636,333, - -

I have been profesting

I move' an amend-

The. lcadér of the Op-.

*-Hon. P. Co]her It will depend; but the
House will' have an opportumty of disenss-
mg the matter, =

The PREMIER “Buirely tlie hon, member
ju not serious’in -suggeésting that we shoulél
Lave a Supply Bill to-day and a.nother in a
‘fortnight’s time.

Hou, P. Collier:
Hccessary. : .

. The PREMIER: It would bé iecessary.

" My, Munsie: It is necessary for us to get
some information before we grant you ‘the
money.

The PREMIER: The hon. member knows
that this money is used to carry on the work
of the Government as approvecl by Parlia-
ment,” -

- Hon,
quent]

The PREMIER: The items on’ “lneh this
mtmey will be expended have. been a.pproved

Hon. P. Collier: No. .

The PREMIER: Yes.. .

Hon. P. Collier: When th(l we appruve of
them?% -

The- PBIEMIER
proved of every 1tem .
Hon,, P, Collier: Yes, to the end of June
last. We did not approve ofs the expeud.lture

of the £17,000 .or of the £84,000. .

The PREMIER:. We gre agking for sup-
ply to enable the G‘ngrpme!lt- of -the coun-
try to be carried on for three,month_s.‘ When
the. leader of the Opposition sat on this bench
he usvally agked for three months’ supply.

. Hon.-P. Collier: I did mnot.

The PREMIER: I hope the Committes
will not listen fo the hon, gentleman. Why
should he.say that the work of the country is

At ‘the e_nd of August 1f

P Golher: As approved subse-

The hon member a.p-

not.to go ont® ) - .

Hon, P. Collier: I am not stopping ex-
penditure. . -
- The PREMIER: The hon., member is
deing so.

Hon. T. Walker: All he asks is that the
Premier should eome back next week and ask
for more..

The PREMIER: T hope the Committeg
will not refuse the amount. With regard to
the purchase of the timber mill, tlie leader
of "the Opposition would have hon.. members
believe that its purchase is on sil-fours with
thie purchasé of the steamers. He knows full
well that the House was not sitting, More-
over, his was an entirely tew vénture.

Mr. Mungie: And you have gent a iman
homhe to oversee . the purchase of other
stcamers.

Mr, Jones: Yom would not sell the “Kan-
garoo’ > for £170,000,"

The PREMIER: The leader of the Op-
position wishes the Housé to believe that the
purchase of gteamers without the aunthority
of Parliament or the ‘addition of other
wteaniers 1o those a.h'eady owned by the
State, is entirely the same thing as the pur-
chase of a mill. Tt is not so at all.

Mr. Munsie: No, one ls a steamer and
the other is a sawmill

The PEEMIER: There is not an hom.
member opposite Who has not at one time or
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snother asked for the erection of a State
battery somewhere. It would be just as
logical for the leader of the Opposition to

gay that we have mo right to instal a State

Pattery without first eoming to the House.
Tt 'is exactly the same thing. Would the
member for Kanowna (Hon. T. Walker) ob-
jeet to the ercction of a State battery in his
clectorate without appealing to Parliament?

Hon. P. Collier: There is a vote on the
Estimates every year for the erection of
State batteries; -there was no vote on the Es-

timates last yeav for the purchase of a saw--

niilk. :

The Minister’ for Works:
necessity for the vote.

Mr. Mungie: You did what was wrong.

The PKEMIER: There have been mno
gpecial votes on the Estimates for the erec-
tion of badtteries.

‘Hon. T. Walker: Yes.

The PREMIER: I assure hon. members
that there is not one who would not enter an
-emphatic protest if we refused to erect a
battery in a district in which that battery
Was required. The purchase of the mill did
not mean setting up a new State enterprise.
It merely meant that we gecured a mill to
¢t timber on a reserve set apart for State
sawmilling purposes. When the State saw-
mills were started, the land in the karri eoun-
try was set agide for State sawmilling pur-
poses, and jarrgh-country was also reserved
becanse it was known and uwnderstood by the
leader of the Opposition and others that it
would be necessary to have jarrah in eon-
junection with karri if it was desired to sall
the karri. Therefore, both arcas were set
agide. Mills were erected in karri country
and it was alsc necessary to erect & mill io
cut the jarrah. As a matter of fact we were
buying £25,000 worth of jarrai a year ‘in
order to sell our karri, and I contend we had
a perfect right to erect a mill in the jarrah
counntry. .

Hon. T. Walker: Nohody deniea that.

The PREMIER: We had a perfeet right
to do so under the Act and uuder the votes
of Parlinment. The leader of the Opposition
now says that we have done something -un-
constitutional, something that is not right.

Hen. P. Collier: Where is the vote of
Parliament for the purchase of a mill¥ Will
the hon. member quote it? :

The PREMIER: Yes, I will. There is z
vote for the purpose of carrying om the tim-
ker indnstry, and the jarrah timber in ques-
tion was set apari by the Minister for For-
esta in the Administration of which the
Jeafler of the Opposition was a member, and
as it was cheaper to buy the mill than to
erect 8 new one, the present Government de-
cided on the purehase. The timber that was
hought was, of course, bought for ordinary
trade. T do not know whether the leader of
the Opposition would like to hear that the
deal was a good ome, or whether he objects
to be told that. I will, however, tell the
House that when the offer was made we
found that the amount paid would be covered

There was no

‘Railway Department.
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by the mill and by the timber, both of whieh
we should have had to purchase. Tn addi-
tion, we' had 360,000 loads of first clasas:
jarrah, -which are required for our railways.
"FPhat jarrah country was handed over to the

Mr. O'Loghlen: Youw do not suppose. this:
mill is cuthing _sleepera for the railways.
That was the statement given to the Press;
it looked a bit better. You know where the-
supplies for the railways come from. ..

Hon. P, Collier: You are carrying out
our policy very well.

The PREMIER: We are making good.

Hon. T. Walker: Making good the mess.
of other people,

The PREMIER: I hope hoi.  members.
will be satisfied that whether we bought this
sawmill or not the money would. have had te
be spent on timber so that the industry
could be carried on profitably. .

Mr., O’Loghlen: You do not suppose it
could have been done immediately.

-The PREMIER: Yes. If the industry is
to remain with the Government we must en-
deavour to make it pay. I will tell the House
Jater on that there is a loss each year of
nearly £700,000 on the railways and BState
trading and buginéss concerns, and we must
endeavour to make that good. If we are to
keep those enterpriges we must do the best.
we can with them. Wae do not wish to extend.
them, )

Hon. P. Collier:
chase others.

The PREMIER: Hon. members say,.
"“Look after the finances; straighten them,.
and practise economy.’’ But they handed
over to us these conecerns. - Now we have tor
carry them on and endeavour to make .both:
ends meet. :

Hon. P, Collier: It is not -necessary to

That is- why you pur-

,carry them on; you can sell them for more

than they cost. If you are honest in your
policy you will sell them,

The PREMIER: If a cash deposit had
been lodged last year the timber milla would
have been sold, Next, the leader of the Op-
position stated that we did not make publis.
the report of the Royal Commission on the
Nationalist workers, This House approved
of the appointment of that Royal Commis-
gion, but I think that the less said about the
matter the better.

My, Munsie: Will you supply a list of
those who got the £17,000¢

The PREMIER: I will supply the hom.
member with the fullest possible informa-
tion, There is nothing to hide.

Hon. P. Collier: Why did you suppress
the report of the Royal Commission$

The PREMIER: We did not supprees it.

Hon, P. Collier: It was suppressed.

Hon. T. Walker: Why was it not tabled
before?

Hon. P. Collier: And even to-day the in-
formation regarding the expenditure of this
£17,000 has not appeared in the Press.

The PREMIER: I da not control tha
Press.
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-Mr. Munsie: The ¢‘West Australian’’
eovers- you up, pretty well.

The PREMIER: It would be just as rea-
sonable for the hon. member to accuse me
«of controlling the ** Worker,”’

Mr. Jones. 1 would not accuse you of that.

The PREMIER: I wish it would control
members of the Opposition. This informa-
tion c¢an be obtained. We have no wish to
hide it.

Hon, P. Collier: You have takenm an un-

nsual courge, and the fact is you have hidden

it

The PREMIEB: I do not think so.

Hon. P. Collier: It has never been done
" before,

“ Hon, T. Walker Is not this a new State
enterprise, paying scahs?

The PBEMIEB. I do not know anything
abovt that, but if the hon. member asks us
what we have paid, I can tell him.

Mr. Q’Loghlen: This is the only report
which was not published.

Hon. P. Collier: It is the only Royal Com-
mission report wihich was not published

- when ‘the report was miade. '

Mr, Jones: The Government are ashamed
-of it, and quite right, too.

" The PBEMIER: I suppose that reports
-0f other commisgiona have not always been
_ published at the time, but the facts con-

-nected with this i.nquiry were made publie
‘throngh  the Presa.
Hon, T. ‘Walker: All fiction.
Hon. P. Collier: And perjury, too,
The¢ PREMIER: I have no wish te hide
‘the report.
Hon. P. Collier:
done so0.
Mr. Jones: The evidence is against you.
The PREMIER: Not designedly.
Hon, P, Collier; You are very iunocent.
The PREMIER: What is tliere to hide?
~ -Hon. P, Collier: You were not too proud
~to hand out the £17,000.
. Mr., Munsie: Especially when you pro-
-mised that it would not be dome.

The PREMIER: I think I have replied

But you have effectively

‘to the two questions which the hon. member °

. raised. I agk the Committee to refuse to he
influenced by the leader of the Oppoaition
‘in the way he requested. T ask members to
realise what it would mean if we had to

come hére every fortnight for supply .until
the Estimates are brought down. This

‘House would be devoting all its time to+the
congideration of SBupply Bills. I have no
“objection to the House controlling the fin-
“ances to the fullest possible extent. .

Hon. P. Collier: What control would we
have if we voted you two million pounds with-

“out consideration®
° Mr. Jones: You might have more. péople
,to whom to pay £17,000.

The - PREMIER: No more monegy will be
~spent than is absolutely necessary. -

Hen, W. C. Angwin: That is an old tale

Hon, P, Collier: We have used it our-
cselves, + o .

)

Mr. Munsie: Is it unnecessary then to have
the two milliona? 1If so, why ask for that
sim? , .

The PREMIER: Thnt sum is neeessary
for the c¢onduet of the government of the
country and the payment of wages and
salaries and expenses which have to ‘be met
day by day.

Hon. T. WALKER: I am sure the Com-
mittee cannot but thm.k that the speech de-
livered by the Premier is unsatisfactory. He
has not given us one word of apology for
having kept the House waiting for fully
eight months without giving us a statement
of aceounts, and the Government have been
operating in secret absolutely behind the
backs of the people and of Parliament.
Now, when he should be ready with his Esti-
matedi—we have always heard talk of the
necessity of meeting the House with the
Estimates ready—the Premier comes down
with the Supply Bill to cover weeks—I was
going to say months—ahead. The Premier
assumes an appearance of virtme, and asks

" the Committee deliberately to refuse to be

led by the leader of the Opposmon in his
proposal to shorten the period of finaneial
trust. T ask the Committee to be guided by
commoen sense. Why should there be an ex-
tension of trust bheyond what is absolutely
necessary for the Government who have
shown such a eapacity for ignoring Parlia-
ment absolutely? The Premier comes down
after eight months recess without a sein-
tilla of a financial policy. Here was a chance
for the Government to take the House into
their confidence. Here was a chance for
the Government to say what they intend to
do financially during the ensning session.
But not a word have we of that, A Bill is
quietly thrown down upon the Table and a

-inurmured introduction of it is given to the

Agzembly, but not.a word of explanation as
to-what the Government intend to do finan-
cially, and yet there stands against them this
evidence of reckless expenditure—I use the

.word without any disrespeet—of which they

have been guilty during the time that Par-

.liament has been in recess. Can the Pre-
.mier justify the expenditure of the £17,000
_or nearly £18,000 referred to by the leader

of the Oppositiont

Hon. P. Collier: Paid for perjury.

Hon. T. WALEKER: -Paid without the
sanction of Parliament. Has there ever in
the history of the country beem such a de-

.parture from fixed ruies and principles as is
~egxemplified - in

the expenditure of tlus
money ?

Hon. P. Collier: A gang-of perjurers Who
told lies to the Commissioner.

Hon. T. WALEER: Was not this somé-
thing mew for any Government to have to
deal with? Is not this the introduction of
a prideiple with which no Government has

been faced in the history of Parliamenfary

‘Government up to the'life of the present Gov-
-ernment? Yet not one word about it is
‘breathed to' members.

The -wholé thing was
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done, as members of the Government when
on the Oppositionr side were wont to jay, in
the dark, done quietly, under the’ rose——

The Premier: Every day the evidehiee was
published.

Hon. T. WALKER: And the report of the
¢ommissioni which alone could He their jus-
tification for expending that gum of money
has not bhéen placed before the public.” It'is
this -of which the leader of the Opposition is
complaining, that this was done sub rosa, in
the dark, behind the backs of the people.
No obe Knows a word about it or the reason
for it, It i this of which we ¢omplain. Tt
is: for this that we require a defence from
the Government, but not one word hay been
uttered, not even a ward of excuse or apology.

Have we come to.the state that we eun allow-

.the Government to drift on and do absolutely
what they like without uttering onme word to
Parliament?

The Premier:
say now, anyhow.

Hon. T. WALKER: We now have an op-
portunity after eight months of silence. We
are mow entitled to speak, but during the
eight months, what kind of an orgy—to usge
the old word once so popular with present
Ministers-—-has there been?

" The Premier: The whole of the deficit was
ineurred while we were sitting.

Hon. P. Collier:. No, only in the last three
months.

The Premjer: Ohb, no!

Hen, T. WALEKER: Deficit or no defieit,
I am asking whether Parliament is to have
a say in the management of the publie purse.
T do not care how well the Government might
aet. We cannot ignore the principle that
Parliament hag eontrol of the purse. No king
and no Minister has power over the purse,
It is the people’s representatives who have

You are having plenty of

that power, and what little regard is being.

shown for them by the Premier to-night! We
might as well work without a Constitution.
‘What is the value of it if it ean be put aside?
If the country ¢an be run on spec and trust
and eredit without the members of the Cham-
ber having one word to say. upon the matter,
woe might as well shut up Parliament alto-
gether, and eommit the whole of the manage-
ment of the country to the hon. member and
.bis colleagues. That is what it really amounts
to as things have heen going. What can we
expect from a Ministry who show such an ab-
golute disregard of their own honour and
prineiples? I am not saying that in a per-
gsonal sense, but in a political sense I emphat-
ieally say that is so. In a political sense I
say there was never any such hypoerisy and
dishonesty as the volte face exhibited by the
Government with regard to the. State trad-
ing coneerns.

The Minister for Works: Nonsense!

Hon, T. WALKER: I say it is so,

The Minister for Works: Ii is nonsense.

Hon, T. WALKER: The Minister  for
Works, when on this side of the House, dealt
with the purchase of steamships, and every

‘son.

night for a week was loud in his protest
against the purchase of. those stepmers.

The Premier: It is easy o eall everyone
else a fool and a rogue, .

Hon, W, C, Angwin: We bad any amounf?.
of-it when we were in office. We, were ca.lled.
thieres, too:

Hon, T. WALKER: I am not usmg the
word” “‘rogues’’ in the sense that renders:
people liable to a police court prosecutmn,
but I am accusing the Government of d.mhon-
esty politieally. Politically, the Government
stand condemned by their own actions as dis-
honest,

The Premier: That is cheap stuff.

Hon. T. WALEER: Because I declare de- '
finitely that when the Minister for Works,
wag on this side of the House, he said if he
had an opportunity, he would gel; rid of the
Btate trading concerns.

The Minister for Works: Give me a rest

Hon, T. WALKER: The Minister for-
Works has repeatedly. said he would get rid
of the Btate trading concerns.. The purchase.
of the steamers and the purchase ‘of timber:
mills hag been condemned up hill and down
dale the whole length of the session, and all-
night sittings have been held, and though
members condemmed those things, the Gov-
ernment now send Home their representatwe
to purchase more steamers.

‘The Premiér: We have not.

Hon. P. Collier: To negotiate and advise,
anyhow, ‘

Hon. T. WALKER: To negotiate and ad-
vise regarding the purchase of steamers, and
they have purchased arother State sawmill.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 fo 7.30 p.m.

Hon. T. WALKER: Before tea 1 was en-
deavouring to show in what sense the Gov-
ernment might be accused of - Qishonesty.
Prior to their assuming office, no words were
too strong for them in which to econdemn
State enterprises. Every night, through ees-
sion after session, that was their one theme.
They alleged that it was inimical to the wel-
fare of the State, inimical to sound finaneial
policy and to the progress of the community,
that we should indulge in such extravagance
and in such ruin of personal, individual en-
terprise as was exemplified in the establish-
ment of State trading concerns. That was
the .scheme the Ieader of the Opposition
of those days. It does not seem to be under-
stqod by the present Premier. His weakness
of perception in that respect may be illus-

“trated by his attempt to draw a parallel be-

tween the authority for purchasing new saw-
mills and the authority for the erection of
additional State katteries. He could not
have hit upon a more unfortunate compari-
For the purpose of erecting State bat-
teries and for extending the system of State
batteries, Parliament is consulted every year
through the Loan Estimates. = On the Loan
Estimates there is every year a vote for the
erection of State batteries and for the pro-
vigion of treatment plants. "Where have we
any vote authorising the Government o ex-
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tend the State sawmnills, or to purchage addi-
tional sawmills? What vote have the Gov-
ernment, either,on the Revenve or on the
Loan Estimates, permitting or authorising
such a2 course? The -Premier cannot point
his finger.to one item on the Estimates that
wenld- enable him to follow the counrse that
hizs Government have adopted during the re-
eess. Let it not be sitpposed that the leader
of the' Oppogition, or myself, or any member
on this side of the Chamber, objects to an
addition to the State sawmills, which repre-
semt a valuable asset to the State. T long to
see the day when every citizen will be a pro-
fit-sharer "in the- works of the whole com-
munity; that is to say, when we shall be 4 ¢o-
operative commonwealth in the strict -sense of
the term, every member of the community
being a member of the great national com-
pany, doing his share in contributing to its
wealth and having his share in the profits

ariging: therefrom. I am Jlonging to see that

day; ‘that is the goal towards which I work,
We do not object to this purchase, but we
do object to those who are everlastingly con-
demning the principle of State trading, now
quietly assuming the role of its champions—

going into office to destroy a prineiple, and,

the moment they get into office, swallowing
that principle and trying to extend it. Surely
the Premier must recognise that that is not
the kind of conduct usnally designmated hon-
est. Surely sueh eonduet deserves condemna-
tion. When the public recognise the enormity
of the fashion in which they have been
fooled, surely they will have good eause to
be resentful and to show their resentment
in the severest manner. What is the proposi-
tion contained in the amendment of the
leader of the Opposition? It simply amonnts
to this, ‘ We will not give you a longer time
than two menths to run in the loose fashion
in which you have been rianning. Public at-
tention must be drawn to yom at af earlier
time than you would like, *’

The Premier: It has been drawn to you
plenty of times. - :

Hgan. T. WALEER: No doubt; and most

wrongfully at ‘times. Whilst we sat on the’

Ministerial benches, there was no member of
this Chdmber "so continuocusly at work trying
to belittle the Government of that day as
the present Premier; and the belittlement was
directed towards those of our actions which
the hon. genileman now says we ought to
have done. The Labour Government had the
moral courage and the foresight to establish
s shipping enterprise, a sawmilling enter-
prise, and State enterprises generally; and
for that-reason they were thrown out of
office. The moment their suceessors stepped
in, they adopted precisely the same policy;
and the omly excuse they bad for doing so
was, ‘‘“We found those things there, and we
hdad to carry them on and make them sue-
sessful and extend them.’’ Could any greater
laudation be bestowed upon the policy of the
Lahgnr party when in office? The State en-
terprises have. been found to be in the right

piace, and to fill .the bill. and must be-ex-.
terded. Anrd then those who put the Labour,

Government out of office for establishing
those State enterprises go there and enjoy
the fruits of the Labour poliey.

The Premier: Fruits do you call them$
.Hon, P, Collier: "There -have been gub-
stantial profits from the ships, you know.

Hon. T. WALKER: Yes, and there is the
probability of profits from all these enter-
prises. . They are found to be public necessi-
ties when the present. Government take offica.
And yet members now on the Treasury bench
tried to fool the people by besmirching these
State trading concerns. There is another
good reason why the amendment moved by
the leader of the Opposition should be carried.
We want to return to our old principle and
get the Estimates before the House as soon
az possible. If we give the Government sup-
ply to the end of September, goodness knows
how long we may wait for the Estimates.
‘We ghould have had the Estimates now.
When Parliament went intoe recess we were
promised that the Estimates would be brought
down early in July. We were promised re-
peatedly that we should meet in July to dis-
cvss the Estimates, .

The Premier: Who said that? R

Hon. T. WALKER: Hon. members on the
Ministerial benches said so at the close of

lagt session, and it was so understood. Tt

has been repeatedly insisted on in this Cham-

. ber that we should have the Estimates in

July.

The Premier: In Julyt
them here until muech later.

Hon. T. WALKER: Ves, we did. What
paltry exeuse does the Premier offer for not
bringing ' down the Estimates in Angust?
That we have had a civil service strike. That
has been the cause of the delay. The Premier
makes that an excuse for not bhaving ecalled
Parliament together earlier. Burely he must
see that it is a childish subterfuge. For that
matter Parliament could have met while the
gervice strike was on. In faet, it might have
been advisable for Parliament to sit while the
strike- was in progress.

The Premier: You would not have got
your guestions answered then,.

Hon, T, WALKER: The civil service strike
was a great event, an unprecedented event,
one¢ in which.the representatives of the peopls
ought to have been ‘consulted. The time of
the strike was one “of thos¢ times when Par-
liament is an absclute necessity. But Parlia-
ment was ignored; the date of meeting was
put-off; and now by this Supply Bill the
Premier iz trying to' put off the bringmg
«down of the Estimates.

The Premier: No, I am not. :

Hon. T. WALKER: Tbhat is absolutely
what it is. ’

The Premier: No, it is not.

Hon. T. WALKER: How soon may we ex-
pect the Estimates if we grant supply up to
the end of September? Give us 4 few sup-
plies like this and .the couniry will be gov-
erned by Supply Bills. . The House will have
no .say in a general review of the Govern-
ment’s policy. Two million. pounds at a time
are to be.spent without Parliament knowing
tho details of such expenditure. Whilst we

You never had

i
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: ghall"shortly be facing our masters, the peo-
plé, at 'the fag'énd of the session We shall be
ealled upon to discuss the important questions

" raiged by the Estimates. Most of the money
by then will have been spent, and we shall be
pnable to alter a single figure without doing
.jnjustice in some quarter or other. It is the
wrong way to-conduct the affaira’of the coun-
try. ‘Let us have business methods and let
us know what we are doing, To govern for
three months at a time by Supply Bills is to
govern in a blindfold way. -

Mr. Pickering: Is this a new practicef
Hon, T. WALKER: Yes, and it is getting
worge. The Labour Government did try to
live up to their honest engagements, and keep
faith ‘with Parliament and place a knowledge
of their doings before the gemeral publie,
The Premier: They were full of merit.
Hon. T. WALXER: Yes, in that respect.
The Government are drifting into the worst
kind of meglipence, apathy and indifference
in regard to the vital necessities of the State
g0 far as the finances are concermed. It is
absolutely necessary that we should kmnow
from day to day what we are spending, and
it is one of the most important principles oft
responsible government that there should be
gtrict confidence between the Government and
the representatives of the people. We should
be told what the Government propoge, and
should keep alert as to their policy, but we
are treated as if we were nonentities and as
if we were here merely to vote ‘‘aye’’ to sny-
thing' proposed by the Government. By the
amendment of the leader of the Opposition
we shall be-saying to the Government, **We
will make you keep faith with the people; we
will not allow you to do any work that you
please, but we will compel you to render an
aceount-of your doings to your masters, and
will not permit you, further-than is necessary,
to-go-on in this indifferent way.’’ In effect,
we on this side of the House will not allow
the Government to go on any longer than the
end of this month. .
* The Premier:” We will see about that.
Hon. T. WALKER: There may be servile
followers of the Government who will not
eheck them, but the Opposition are deter-
mined to keep them to their duty.

-- Hon. 8ir H: B. LEFROY: The Premier, in
his ¢apadity of Treasurer, might have aveided
a considérable amount of criticism if ke had
taken hon. members into his confidence when
moting the secind reading of the Supply Bill
This Chamber is very jealoug of the fact that
it controls the. finances of the country, and
when “thé ‘Tréasnrer asks for confirmation of
expendtiture, whieh the Government intend to
make, he should take hon. members into. hia
confidence. We have a somewhat unusual
position here. Last year the Treasurer, when.
moving the Supply Bill, informed the House
that the supply was based on- the expenditure
of the previous year. The expenditare last
year was over six iillion pounds, and we are
now asked for a supply of over two million
pounds, whieh is in excess of the rate of ex-
penditure for last year. The Premier should .
inforin hon. members how this expenditure is

(ASSEMBLY.]

iikely ‘to ‘be incirrred, and T regret he did nof
follow thé umfl precedent, and ' take hon.
members into his confidence.: We should cer-
tainly know how the Govéernment propose o
spend something like eight million pounds in
the twelve months. I do not mind the Gov-
ernmént spending money in directions that
will be of advantage to the country, but &
Supply Bill of this kind foreshadows an ex-
penditure very much in excess of last yéar’s
expenditure, and it is only dve to us that we
should be given ‘the detdils of sueh expendi-
ture. *

- Mr, PICEERING: In reply to the leader
of the Opposition, I wounld inform Kim that X
do not place myself in ¢he same position as
members of the Country party in the Federal
Parliament. In the Federal Parliament there
is no coalition or understanding between the
Country party and the Government, but in this
State, owing to certain exigencies, the Coun-
try party coalesced with the Government.

Mr. Mungie: There iz no necessity for a
éoalition in the Federal Parliamment, hecause
they are all one.’ o

‘Mr. PICEERING: They are not all one.

Mr. Munsie: There is no Country party in
the Federal Parliament. - -

Mr. PICKERING: We coalesced here to
such an extent that we have thrée members
of the Country party in the Cabinet, and it is
not to be expected that we would take up the
pame stand aa members of the Country party
in the Federal House. The position of the
Country party here is in the melting pot so
far as the Govermment .are concerned.

* Hon. P. Collier: You are taking instrue-
tions from an outside body now, are you?

Mr. PTICKERING: I am speaking for my-
self. When I first became a member of the
Country party, I did so in the belief that it
would be a distinet party. ’

Hon. P. Collier: They have drifted some-
what since, '

Mr. PICKEERING: Matters in connection
with thie war warranted the attitude I adopted
in that regard, but now that the war is over
our position can he reconsidered.

. Hon. P, Collier: Reconsidered by am out-
side body. :

Mr, PICKERING: OQur position can be re-
considered by our organisation in conjuncﬁ'on'
with ourselves,

Mr. O’Loghlen: T thought we wefe the
only party whick took instruetions like that..

Hon. P. Uollier: To-day you are a sup-
porter of the Govermment, and the day after
to-morrow you may be an oppenent,

Mr, PICKERING: I may he an interested

arty.” .

P T}fc CHATRMAN: 1 do not know what
this has to do with the motion before the
Chair. . A

Mr. PICKERING: ~ Being a supporter of
the Government, I support them in this in-
stance. -
" Hon, P. Collier: If you, Sir, knew the
ramifications .of the party to which the hon,

" member belongs, you would understand.
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. Mr. PICKERING: The ramifications of
our party may be a bit obscure for the
moment., :
. The CHAIERMAN: The motion hefore the

Chair is to reduce this item by £686,333.

Mr. PICKERING. I will speak to that. I
think, with the member for Moore (Sir Henry
Lefroy), more information should have been
given to the House when a vote of this nature
wad brought before us., I regret that the
Government have not seen fit fo supply the
information as fully as we think we are en-
titled to receive it.

The PREMIER: "The Committee have not

béen denied information, All the information
that is usually given has heen supplied. I
would “be impossible to give all the details.
The amount may seem large, but when hon,
members réalise that the soldier settlement
scheme is included in it, it will be recognised
that the amount must be larger than usual,
.Hon, members know that when supply is
asked for certain information i furnished.
That information has been given to hon. mem-
bera to-day.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: If you were on this
side you would require full details.

The PREMIER: No. Every hon. member
Inows that just now we are spending a com-
siderable sum of money on the work of settl-
ing returned soldiers on the land.

Hon, Wi. . ANGWIN: I gather that the
complaint of the member for Moore is that
not sufficient information has been placed
before him to enable him to say whether he
should agree to the vote. In effeet he says,
M1 do not object to granting the Govern-
ment three months’ supply but I certainly
think more information should be given to
hon. members.’’  We have been told re-
peatedly that by increasing tamxation .the
deficit would be reduced. The increased
taxation has produced, as the leader of the
Opposition pointed out last night, no less a
som than £400,000. That additional taxa-
tion was required, we were told, for the
purpose of reducing the deficit, Instead of
that being done, however, we have gome
still further back in our finances, and now
we are asked to vote over two millions of
money in the dark, in faect, to give the Gov-
erament a blank cheque, and in spite of the
faect that though they had a considerably
increased revenue last year, they went
nearly a million pounds to the bad. If there
had not been increased tazation the Govern-
ment would mnot have had the additional
£400,000 to squander. Those further burdens
were added when it was pointed out that it
was necessary to reduce the deficit, and
every person in the State in reeeipt of a
ealary of £100 and upwards was compelled
to contribute to the revemue, I want to re-
peat to-night—I sounded a warning last
year—that the more taxation we impose the
larger will be the deficit of the present Gov-
érnment. It is fooling the people; it is
drawing money from their pockets so that

“the Government may squander more.
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The
incicased taxation has not reduced the de-
ficit one bit. I admit that there dre heavy
demands on the Government, but it i8 neces-
sary that there should be a Government in
pewer able to say ‘‘No.’? It is'all very well
for people to come along and declare that
they want this, that, and the other thing.
The Government, however, shonld be able to
Sa)' ‘lNo.J’

The Premier: We bave to say ‘*No’’ far
too often. .

The Attorney General: Can you say ‘*No’’
to the Arbitration Court award?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: That has not ae-
counted for this great difference. Tet us
take the position in regard to the water
supplies in the country last year. Look at
the reductions which were made there in
the face of a loss. They were made becanse
pressure was brought to bear on the Minis-
ter, and in the latest report there is mo re-
cord of the receipts and expenditure as was
always previously disclosed. Hon. members -
are being bamboozled by the Government.
It is about time that we realised the posi-
tion we are in, and it is about time also
that action was taken o curb the expendi-
ture of the Government. The Government
should have brought down a Bill to provide
for two months’ supply, and some notifica-
tion should have been given as to when the
Estimates were likely to be brought down.
Of course the strike is going to he given
as an exeuse for the delay. I want, how-
ever, to impress on members that we are
asked to vote for over two millions of
money without having any information as to
how it is to be expended. TLast year the
Government went to the bad to the extent
of a million pounds.

The Premier: We did not. .

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: No less s sum
than £400,000 was collected by additional
taxation for the purpgse of reducing the de-
ficit, and the deficit is higher than it was
before. The only thing to do iz to show
the Government that we intend to have
something to say jn regard to the position
of the State. i

Mr. MUNSIE: According to the member
for Sussex (Mr. Pickering) the members
of the Country party evidently do not know
exactly what their position is. Therefore,
I suggest to the Premier that it would be
wise to adjourn the debate until the mem-
bers of that party know where they are.
To-morrow they will know. how they stand
and then they will be able to vote consci-
entiously. T object to casting my vole in
favour of a Supply Bill to grant £2,059,000
to the present GGovernment, who have, during
the last seven months, absolutely thrown
away £29,000 of the taxpayers’ momey.

The Premier: On what?

Mr. MUNSIE: The sum of £1,728 10s.
0d. wag thrown Away on & ridicvlous prese-
ention of goldfislds men.
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The Attorney General:
sary proceeding.

Mr, MUNSIE: Tt was absolutely unneces-
sary expenditure, and the Attorney General
knows it,
possible to get a jury -to comvict any one

of -those men proseeuted on the evidence
which was submitted. Why, therefore, was
the prosecution, which cost £1,728 10s. 94d.
undertaken? During the discussion on the
Estimates last year I, on -four -occasions,
refused  to take the word of the Premier.
T wanted to get a definite assurance from
bim that no money. would be paid out ‘of the
Treasury as compensation for the men who
worked on the Fremantle wharf until Par-
liament had an opportumt.v of discussing the
matter.

The Attorney Gcneral And starve them
during the six months,

That, was a neces-

Mr, MUNSIE:.I want $o tell the Attorney )

General that I know of at least three of
those men who have hoasted of the fact
that they eaeh got between £70 and £80 as
compensation and took a trip by train to
the Eagtern States and thenm returned to
Western Australia and are at the present
time still out of work. Are the Government
feeding those men now? - I would like to
know. The Government fed them for a
considerable time.

The Attorney. General: Beeaunse your fel-
lows would not let them work.

Mr. MUNSIE: It is a dared pity they
ever eame back. The Government spent
£17,000 ‘illegally in eonneetion with this
matter; - they spent it behind the back of
Parliament, and now they come along and
ask hon. members to vote them over two
milliong for supply withont stating how the
money is to be spent. I want to Jmow how
it is to be spent before my vote will be re-
corded. Again, the Government last year
gpent £6,754 7s. 6d. in the payment of
special constables at Kalgoorlie, at the rate
of 12s. 6d. a day, when there was no oeca-
sion whatever for théir employment.

Mr. Thomson: That is why some of the
fellows up there ware nearly kicked to
death. ’

Myr. MUNSIE: That is an 'absolute un-
truth, If any prosecution was réndered
necesgary in connection with .the trouble
that took place in Kalgoorlie the one man
who should have béen proseeuted was Mor-
rison, the leader writer of the ‘*West Aus-
tralian,’”” who was responsible for inflam-
matory articles containing absclvte untruths,
recording things that never tock place. .'E[e
is the man who should have been prose-
cuted, if any prosecution was justified. I
conld not help reading ome of the artieles,
because it was published vnder a three-
column headline and in big black print,

about an awful riot that was supposed to.

have taken place in Kalgoorlie. The riot
consisgted of a man getting a punch on the

nose; it was a pity he did not get two. That.

is all the harm that was dome. I bope T

Everyone knows that it was not
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have satisfied the member for Pilbara (Mr.
Underwood) as to where some of the money '
went, which I contend was spent illegally.
The procedure adepted by the Government
with regard to the appointmemt of the
Nationalist Workers’ Commission  was
wrong. - If the truth could be ascertained
it would be learned that the Comnmissioner
was instructed to grant compensation. It
was not a gquestion whether the evidence,
would prove whether or not the nationalists
were entitled to compensation, The Com-
misgioner himself, at the second sitting ‘of
the Commission, saui ke was there for the
purpose of granting compensation, and he
had to find cut how mach, .

Mr. Duff: Had not, they been prommed
compensation?

Mr. MUNSIE: Who promlsed them com-..
pensation?

Mr., Duff: Mr, Coleba:tch . C

Hon. P. Collier: Mr. Jacksqn ﬁld I t}unk.‘

Mr, Duff: On the atrengt.h of the Fed-
eral Government’s promise... )

Hon. P, Collier: Ara you the extra Hon-
orary Minister?

Mr. MUNSIE: Mr. Jackson, the solicitor
for the Employers’ Federation, who was re-
sponsible for the employment of these men on
the, wharf, did say, I beliave, that they would
réceive compansatmn. It is his business to
disrupt the trades unions so far as he can by
bringing in these bogus organisations. He
got one in there. He promised that they
would receive compensation, and the Govern-
ment handed out £17,000 without any justi-
fication whatever. The request of the Pre-
mier for supply to the extent of £2,059 000
is, to use a sporting phrase, ¢‘over the odds. *?
If as the member for Moore pointed out he
had asked for supply amounting to one
quarter of the sum actually expended lagt
year, there would have been some justifica-
tion for the request. If we take his request
as representing a three months’ basis, the
Premier .intends to expend this year over
eight millions of money., Members have a
right to know whether the Government in-
tend to increase the expenditure to that ex-
tent during this financial year. It is the
duty of the Premier to tell us how he intends
to spend the money. This is only a fair pro-

-position, seeing that to-morrow the Govern-

ment might not enjoy the confidence "of a
majority of the House.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: I would advise him to
get it through to-night.

Mr. MUNSIE: Why should we vote them
£2,059,000 when to-morrow they. might not
have the confidence of the House?. I hope
members will agree to the reduction moved
by the leader of the Opposition.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: A goud
many red herrmgs have been drawn aeross
the track to-night.

Mr. Green:
now. ) )

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I would
like to summarise for members on this side
of the House, at acy rate, the arguments ad-,

And another one is coming



vanced as to why this vote 'should be re-
duced..
and £30,000 has been spent without the auth-
ority of Parliament, and therefore the Com-
mittee wonld be justified in reducing supply
by one-third, which would amount to £700,000,

Mr. Munsie: There is £84,000 over and
above that.

The ATTCRNEY GENERAL: It is al-
leged that £30,000 has been spemt without
the authority of Parliament, but when we
come to analyse the figures in that amount
it will be obvicus to anyone that this is
simply put forward as a-trap. It is not put
forward on sound, logical arguments at all
The member for Hannans (Mr. Munsie)
instanced two items,

Mr. Munsie: Three.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I shall
denl with two of them. One was that an ex-
penditure of £1,700 by the Crown Law De-
partment in the proseeution of eertain in-
dividuals who were committed for trial by
the Resident -Magistrate at Kalgoorlie—

Hon. W. C. Angwin: I wish you had
kept him .there.

Mr. Munsie: No, they never got a hear-
ing in Kalgoorlie, '

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: They were
committed by the Resident Magistrate at
Kalgoorlie,

Hon. P. Collier:
in Perth.

The ATFORNEY GENERAL: That is so,
but it does not make the slightest difference
to my argument. The Resident Magistrate
cominitted them to stand their trial in the
Supreme Court. Now it is advanced that
beeause those men, who were committed to
take their trial, were acquitted by the jury,
therefore that money has been thrown away
and spent without the aughority of Parlia-
ment. Where is thiz sort of thuing going to
end? According to the argument advanced,
when any man is committed for trial at the
¢riminal sessions by proper authority and as
a result of the Government carrying out their
duty, the ecost incurred representzs money
spent without the authority of Parliawment,
and therefore the Government’s Supply Bill
should be reduced by £700,000. 1s that a
logical argument to advance in favour of g
reductiont Take another argument——

Mr. Lambert: Why did not you do the
same thing when a lot of drunken larrikins
smashed up hotel property in Kalgoorlie?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I am not
aware of that.

Mr, Lambert: No notice was taken of it.
It was a most disgraceful affair,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: TIi iz said
.that £17,000 was paid pursuant to the award
of a Royal Commissioner. I do not wish fo
say anything which might cause irritation
to members, and I do not wish to remind
members of what unfortunately took place
in this State many months ago, but there can
be no doubt that a majority of the men who
shared that £17,000 were unable to eamn
their living, and were deliberately prevented

No, they were committed
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It is -alleged .that between £20,000°
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from earning their living for a very con-
siderable period. - .
Mr. O'Loghlen: It is mot sc. -
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I beliove
that .a majority of them were. I am not
blaming anyone, anrd I do not wish to cast a
reflection on anyone. I am speaking of faects ~
as they appear to me, A majority of those
nen-—-—— ! : :
Mr. Munsie:
businesses.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: A majority
of those men were unable to and were pre-
vented from earning a living. :
Mr, Munsie: They would not do a day’s
work. . .
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: A Minister
of the Crown promised that they should be

They all wanted to start

-eompensated and wher the Commissioner was

appointed to inquire into the matter and
assess compensation was it reasonable to ex-
pect the Government, before paying that
compensation, to wait until the House met
six montha afterwards? During that time
many of the men would be starving. I do
not desire to exaggerate the facts at all. I
believe there were very few indeed who did
not deserve the compensation they received.
These two arguments are advanced as anth-
ority for redueing the Supply vote by
£700,000. I hope members will appreciate
them at their true worth.

Hon, P. COLLTER: I had no intention of
returning. to the subject but for the specious
arguments, if they may be called argnments,
of the Attorney General. The Attorney Gen-
eral has given the House some information to-
night which apparently he and his colleagues
deliberately and wilfully withheld from the
House last session. He has now stated speci-
fically that this payment of compensation to
the Nationalist workers was made in por-
sugnee 0f a promise by a Minister of the
Crown—presumably a promise made by the
Mitister for Education who was Premier of
the State at the time the men withdrew from
the wharf. All through last session it was
denied in this House that any promise what-
ever had been made for compensation to be
paid to these people. -

Mr. Jones: Absolutely.

Hon. P, -COLLIER: This is the way ir
which Ministers trick or wilfully deceive
members of the House. After 'a promise bad
beer made that compensation would be paid
to these men, this House should have been in-
formed of it, and the faect should not have
been denied, as it was repeatedly denied when
the subject was under discussion last session.
The Minister for Mines for one declared that
there was no promise whatever, that the sub-
ject was entirely open, and that the funetions
of the Royal Commissioner wepe to ascertair
whether the Goverrment were liable for eom-
pensation, and if so, to what extent. Now we
are informhed by the Attorney General that
there was a pledge by a Minister for the
payment of compensatioh, and that the onmly
function of the Royal Commissicner was to
assess the amount that ought to be paid.
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- Mr. O’Loghlen: Who was the Minister?
Hon, P. COLLIER: I am not coneerned
who the Minister was. That is the fact
T am glad that the Attorney General, think-
ing he had a good reply to make to the argu-
ments of the member for Hannans, has given
us this information. The peint made by the
Attorney Gemeral was that, because this
amount of £17,000 was paid improperly, the
Supply Bill should not be reduced by £700,000.
That iz a point on which a trained lawyer
might gucceed before a bush justice of the
peace, but it will not earry much weight in
this House. My colleague did not advanee
the argument that because £30,000 was paid
jn such a manner, therefore the Supply Bill
should be reduced by £700,000. He advanced
the argument in support of the contention
that the Government are not entitled to sup-
ply beyond what is necessary. This is evi-
denee of the fact that the Government are not
to be trusted with unlimited amounts of
money by way of supply. The member for
Hannans, however, did not say that because
£30,000 had been improperly spent, the
amount should be reduced by £700,000.

Mr. Munsie: And I did not infer it, either.

Hon. P. COLLIER: No. That is a cheap
kind of argument. It is evidence of the fact
that when Ministera deliberately deceive the
House and deliberately withhold information
from the House, the Government are not en-
titled to supply beyond the amonnt necessary
for the services for the time being.” T would
not be moving to reduce the Supply Bill if the
Government had presented to the House any
indication of a poliey in regard to the finan.
cin) situation. Here we are nearing the end
of Angust; nearly two months of the financial
year have gone. We have started with the
month of July in the same old way—a deficit
of £106,000. If the Government had met the
House and said they wanted three months’
supply pending the introduction of the Esti-
metes, and that in the meantime, in order
to meet the financial situation as a result of
which we have a defieit of £700,000 each year,
their policy was to introduce. taxation of this
kind or that kind and to exeréise ecopomy
in this or the other directiom, then I would
have said that the Government were entitled
to three months’ supply. But it is altogether
‘a different thing to be asked to vote this enor-
mous sum when the Government have not said
one word as to how they propose to meet the
deficit or vpon what lines they mean to pro-
ceed. A Government absolutely bankrupt of
any financial policy, at all events so far as
we know, with eight months of the year gonme,
ask us to vote blindly £2,000,000 for three
monthg? supply. That is why we are moving
to reduce the amount. By the end of Augnst
the Governmeni gurely can propound a finan-
cial policy and let the country know what
they propose to do. TFor that purpose three
weeks’ supply should suffice. Thia Chamber
would be false to the interests of the country
if we signed a blank cheque covering the ex-
penditure of the Government to the énd of
September.

- Mr. MUNSIE: I nrst say a word- or two
in reply to the Attorney General. I would not
have spoken now 'had not the hon. gentleman
begnn with the statement that the Govern-
ment were being accused as regards the ex-
penditure of money for the prosecution of 12
men who were eommitted for trial by a mag-
istrate in Kalgoorlie. Probably theére are
some members of this Committee who do not
know what really took place. Had the At-
torney General’s statement been correct, I
would not have raised the question of the
expenditure of the £1,700 at all. But what
really happened was thaf extra police and
detectives sent from the coast to Kalgoorlie
were going: about from midnight until 3 am,
to the houses of various men and taking the
men out of their beds and lodging themn in
the Kalgoorlie lockup. The men were refused
bail of any kind. The next morning they were
brought before the Kalgoorlie magistrate,
who refused point blank to hear the case; and
a3 a consequence all these men were sent to
Perth in order that it might be determined
whether or not they should be committed for
trial. The bulk of the £1,700 represents money
expended in fees to bring witnesses for the
accused from Kalgoortie to Perth, If the At-
torney CGeneral had had any backbone, or if
the Government had had any backbone, the
case would have been heard in Kalgoorlie, and
the cost instead of belng swollen to £1,700,
would not have amounted to much more than
£17. The men ghould never have been sent
to Perth for trial; they should certainly have
been tried in Kalgoorlie. Why should 30 or 40
witnesses he dragged all the way from Kal-
goorlie to Perth to give evidence in favour
of the aceused? I may mention that about
700 men offered to give evidence for the ae-
eused. And then the Attorney Gleneral tried
to convey to this Committee that the Kal-
goorlie magistrate had committed these men
for trial. ’

The Attorney General: I altersd that after-
wards.

Mr, MUNSIE: Yes, after many members
had teceived a wrong impression. With re-
gard to the amount of £20,000, T advanced
that expenditure as a reason, in conjunction
with the other reasons such as the expenditure
of £80,000 on the purchase of saw mills——

The Minister for Works: That was hot
illegal.
Mr. MUNSIE: A {ew years ago it was

‘‘State steamers’’ morning, noon, and night
from the present Minigter for Works, He
was never done talking agbout the Labour
Government’s illegal purchase of a steamer.
However, - I appland the attitude of the
Minister for Works in encouraging State
enterprises, which he wag elected to oppose, I
rejoice in his conversion to a reasonable po-
licy in the interests of the people of Western
Australia. The member for Moore said that
the Premier had 'given the Committee no in-
formation, During the nine years I have sat
in this Chamber I have never before heard a
Treasurer introduce a SBupply Bill with so
little information as the present Premier has
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done to-night. However, that is in conform-
ity with the measure of information accordeéd
to us by the Government right through the
piece. The Governor’s Speech iy a long docu-
wment, but there is nothing in it. There was
nothing in the Premier’s speech to-night, ex-
cept the amownt of money that he wanted.
Hefore I vote supply to the present Govern-
ment even for the purpose of encouraging sol-
dier settlement on the land, I want some more
definite information from the Premier. The
‘Governor’s Speech would make one believe
that the Premier had settled 3,000 extra sol-
diers ‘on the land. But the Premier, when
challenged by the leader of the Opposition
last night, admitted that two-thirds of those
soldiers were men who had bought improved
farms, Even if all the money asked for was
for the purpose of soldier settlement, I wounld
support the amendment of the leader of the
Opposition. We want to know how many
estates have been bought. It is only fair
that we should oppose the granting of three
months” supply especially when the Premier
is asking for about £600,000 more than he ex-
pended during the same period last year.

The Premiar: No. .

Mr. MUNSIE: I understand that some of
the money is to come from loan funds, but
why does not the Premier give the Committee
more information? It ig only fair. that we
should ask the Premier, juat as he asked a
former Treasurer, ‘“What are you going to
do with the money?’’
expenditure for the current three months, I
shonld not wonder if the Premier required
eight millions for the year.

The Premier: You had about eight millions.

Mr. MUNSIE: If the Labour Government
had eight millions, they expended the money
well, and in the interests of the people,
whereas the Premier bas squandered the six
millions he has had.

Amendment put, and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes 13
Noes 23
Majority against 10
AYES,
Mr. Angwin Mr. Munsie
Mr. Chesson Mr. Roche
Mr. Collier Mr. Troy
Mr. Green Mr. Walker
Mr. Jones Mr. Willeock
Mr, Larmbert Mr, O’Loghlen
Mr. Lutey ) (Teller.)
Nozs,

‘Mr., Broun Mr. Mullany
Mr. Brown Mr. Nairn
Mr, Draper Mr, Piesse
Mr. Duff Mr. Robinson
Mr. Foley Mr, Scaddan
Mr. George Mr. Teeadale
Mr. Harrison Mr. Thomson
Mr. Hickmott Mr. Underwood
Mr. Hudson Mr. Veryard
Sir H. B. Lefroy Mr. Wilmott
Mr. Maley Mr. Hardwick
Mr,

Mitchell

(Telter.)'
[4" - '

On the basis of his,

Amendment thus negatiéed.
- Question put and passed.
Resolution reported and the report adopted.

Supply Bill introdnced, ate.
Resolution in Committee of Ways and
Means having been passed, a Supply Bill wag
introduced providing for the expenditure of

£944 000 from Consolidated Revenue Fund

£750,000 from General Loan Fund, £50,000
from the Government Property Sales Fund,
£15,000 from  the Land Improvement Loan
Fund, and £300,000 from the Public Account
for the purposes of temporary advances to
bé made by the Colonial Treasurer,

Bill passed through all stages without de-
bate and transmitted to the Legislative

Couneil.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Third Day.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

The PREMIER (Hon. J. Mitchell—Nor-
tham) [8.55]: The leader of the Opposition
has found fault with the Governor’s Speech,
One would not expect otherwise of a leader
of the Opposition. Tt is nsval for the Op-
position to say there is nothing in the Speech,
and no life in it. I will deal with the objec-
tions raised by the leader of the Opposition
before I sit down, and hope to be able to
show the House that in every one of his ob-
jections the leader of the Opposition is abso-
lutely wrong and wide of the mark.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Every one%

The PREMIER: Yes. In reply to the re-
marks which have been made regarding the
extravagance and mismangement of the Gov-
ernment, T would say that the policy of the
Government svits the eountry very well. -

Mr. Green: It is for the country to say
that,

The PREMIER: I think the eountry does
say it, and that every memher of this Cham-
ber should say it. We bave had a bysy year,
and a year in which there has been a lot of
reconstruction. Muoch consiructive work bhas
been done by the Government. In the north

- of this State a great deal of work has been

done during the past year. In the sonth-
west we bave had men busy at work in the
district represented by the member for For-
rest, and these men have been classifying the
Iand for survey and .subdivision, and settle-
ment of the eounfry. We have been equally .
busy in the eastern portion of the south-west.
During the year there have been many gold
diseoveries, some of which should prove of
great advantage to the country.

Mr. Munsic: Is this due to the policy of
the Government? . :

The PREMIER: Every one of our indus-
trieg shows a eonsiderable improvement. Tim-
ber {o-day is worth more than -double its
previons value. If we only had the shipping
we eould export large quantities of our loeal
timbers. . .

‘Mr. O'Loghlen: It was not the action of

- the Government that raised the price of tim-
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ber, hut this was fde to the ' wqud-\ndé’.

shortage, *

The PREMIER: 'The fact’ retﬁams that' the
price has gone up.

Mr. O'Loghlen: "Of courdls, sb foig as the
Government will not_tale the eredit—— "

The PREMIER: W4 take credit for every-
thing ' that hag happened durmg the past' 12
months, Wheil discussing the financial posi-
tion of the country, I wart hon! members to
bear'in mind that during the first six’ months
of the year the business of the country: ‘was
inferfered with by shippihg troibles. There
were no ships, and as a result our activities
were more or léss stagnated.” We have, how-
ever,-dotie much during - the past’ 12 months.
After all, it is not so tuch the work of -the
Government that eounts’ as the -mfinence of
the Government.
ernmént has been- good. Private enterprise
iz active, and there is no unemployment with
uvs to-day. - Fifteen months. ago, [ suppose,
there were two or three thousand men out of
work, and in addition we had 11,000 soldiers
coming back to ws, 1t'is surely somewhat of
a test of government that unemployment is
done away wlth. When wark is plentiful,
and capital is sufficient to keep our, indus-
tries going and establish new ones, all will
be fairly well

Mr, O’Loghlen;: What new industries have
you established ¢

‘The PREMIER: Thele are mWapy new
ones. During the year we have had a very
congiderable amount of land development,
and there has been a cousiderable inerease in
the area put under ecrop. All along the line
we may say that we bave never had more solid
prosperity ahead of us than we have now.
There never was 4 time when the wealth of
the country was more widespread, and when
the people generally were more prosperous.

Mr. Munsie: ‘Then we have geen bad times
indeed, if  we were never
than we are now.

“ The PREMIER: The State was never more
prosperous than it is to-day.

Mr, Munsie : The workmg classes were
riever warge off,

" Mr, Lutey: They are starving now.

Mr. Munsie: They cannot get emough to
eat or enough clothing for their children.

The PREMIER : The people genera.]ly
have never had sueh an opportunity for em-
ployment as they have to-day. At any rate,
they have never had auch good wages.

Mr. O'Loghlen: That is the trouble. They
are worse off than when thelr wages were Ts.
a. day.

The PREMIER: T sdwit that the cost of

living is. high. "When I came into office, ¥ Te-
ceived deputations asking me to find employ-
ment, Hon. members will recolleet that there
was -trouble at the time. At that time it
seemed almost imposaible to find .employment
for ail of those. who were out of work. It
was due, I believe, to some extént to the in-
* finence , of the Government. andl to private
people who were mioved to provide the oppor-
tunity for work, that the ‘unemployment ques-
tion was so greatIy relieved.

The influence of the Gov- -

more. prosperous’
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T i P i el
"I—I " F. Collier The unethploymant W
duc to"c;hé 19%-ge 'niiiiber of soldiérs Who werl;

couing’ biek, wha 'conld not Be absorbed a.s
fast, as they came hack.

EMIEB o . They, have a]l been
xi solbea now."
Hon. P. Collier: . ‘But they could nat be ab-

sorbed a8 ‘fast as "they.were coming back. .

The PREMIER: We have heard a good
deal about the deficit. It ig true thatb it is far
larger than one Tikes to see it, but I wijsh
to point out that of .the £668, 000 a sum of
£319,000 had to be set aside as a sinking fund
contnbutwn. . A great {eal of the revenue
that we have heard so mueh about from the
leader of the Opposition has come from the
business undertakings and trading concerns.
Last year this- amounted to £8,181,938 from
business wundertakings, and £175 805 from

trading ecomcerns. This left  a “clear . bal-
ance of revenne, imeluding - sarnings, -of
£2 505,058, The ordinary expenditure - was

£1 883,2.)9 and on business undertakings. and
trading concerns the total was £2 ,586,388;
while the interest and sinking fuad charges
cune to £2,062,035. .J wish the House to re-
alise that the ordinary clear revenune of the
Government-is spfficient to meet the ordinary
expenses of -Government, The cost of the
borrowed money with the earnings tet against
it, leaves a shortage of £635,000. There we
have the deficit aceounted for. It is a serious
matter and the position is one t.hat we should
try to rectify,

Mr. Munsie:
to rectify it¥

The PREMIER: The business undertakings
can be made to pay, and T suppose they can
when the shipping ‘is sufficient and we are
able to sell all the timber that we can cut.

My, Munsie: You ean gell three times as
many bricks as you make, but you will not

make them.

The PREMIER, - The position will be im-
proved. We had troubles durmg the first half
of -the _year, troubles over which we had no
control.” For the six months- ended 31st De-
cember, 1918, the deficit was £406,000, In
the correspondmg six -months of 1919 the
totzl defleit was £603,000] For the first half
of the vear 1919 the tota.l was £245,000, and
for.the first.half of the current year :t was
£64,473. I would like hon. members to under-
staud that the difference of £180,000 between
the first six months of 1919 a.nd the corres-
ponding period of 1920 is due to- the. in-
creased activities on the- part of various de
partments, and also becanse of the increased
freight which was available. When we come
to decide what iz to be Jone, it will be seenr
how difficult’ it is 'te determine how much
taxation we will need to impose. I venture
to say that if business had followed its usual
course we should -have had a very much re-
daéed Jeficit. Tt is not tbe mueh to say that
the deficit would have been a’ couple of hun-
dred thousand pounds ;less than it is at the
_present time,. The leader of_ the Opposition
had something to say with regard to mcreased
taxation. I stated last night that the in-

‘What are you going to do
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creased taxation is due emtirely to mcreased
prosperity.  There bag been no increase .in
. the, amount: of the taxes dunng ‘the past yea,r.l
We collected on the samie basis s in the pre-
vious year.

Hon, P. Oolier: T did.. nut! aSSert other
wise; I said that® ‘the incibase had takep
“place during the past four years. o

Mr. Munsie: The National ‘Governinent
“were’ responmble Tor” the vthole of f;he 'm-'
creages,

The PREMIFR ‘That is so. I do not

deny that the. inmcrease is dve to the Act
.passed over two years ago. If we compare
last year with the previous year it will be ap-
parent to members that something muat have
hnppened to inerease the amount collected. The
increase was not collected purély ‘on the same
amount of income. -

Mr. O'Loghlen: Yon cut out the axemptmn
_and in¢luded many more people: -

- The PREMIER: 'The exemptions were cut
out befors last year. ’
© - Mr. Munsie: ‘' There was not a great dif-
ference betueen last year and the year be-
fore: -
.. The PREM[ER “Yes, & considerable differ-
.encg in’ the amount coliccted. ~The inicrease
is due to the fact.that people had larger in-
ecomes ¢6n which ‘to piy texation. - Probate
duty was much higher than-usual; and every
other form of direet taxation showed a
marked improvement. Will not that be ac-
cepted as evidence that the country is moreé
_prosperons?

Mr. O’Loghlen:
-motor cars now.

The PREMIER: What I have smd is' a
-fact and there is proof of it. “

O'Loghlen: Everythmg is artlﬁmal to-

The 'working men have

da 1

The PREMIER I d.o not thmk 80.

Mr. Q’Loghlen: Good incomes -are no indi-
cation of prosperity in these times.

The' PREMIER: I wish hon. members
would realise that the increased taxation is
"due to increased prosperity. Tt is true, ap the
leader of the Opposition elaims, that in 1920
thére was collected £400,000 more than in
1916, and the hon. member was perfectly jus-
tified in claiming that that increase was due
in a measure to the increased taxation. We
have heard a good deal about taxation, and I
am surprised’ st members opposite offering

to support any inecrease except of course an.

increased land tax. Everybody else must es-
cape eXxcept the man on the land.

Hon. P. Collier: Everybody else hias liad it
in the last four years exeept the man on the
1and.

The PREMIER: The hon. mémber’ knows
full well that the land owner is already fairly
heavily taxed, His ineome is taxed, and I
‘supgose there is no member of the commumty
who pays more than does’'thé faymer. He is
faxed not oh the actual money, b¢, thakes, but
6n the mc;-easg in’ hig sﬁock on the money he

rends, in, ke?,}&mg lns farm n ordqr and in
ilzaesppg }umself up’ to Hhte and in every pos-

Do ey g . ’

.me out of all my troubles.

“other ‘to force the. Jan'd “fnto_tise.
: thmk thh.re a*re any Pet‘sonb ‘LmymgL laud Who

sible way that a man ean and must spend
numa;r on, his .holdings, ,

O’Loghlen There "is’ not’ a.'Cpuntry
part\ member in the House to say ‘‘Hear,
hear’’ to that. .

The PREMIER: He, as t.o Qa.y the Fed-
ctal tax,’ the Btate tgx, the road boald tax,
water and’ duunage ‘board tax, and in act
there is no man, in the country. so heavily
taxgcl as. the. farmer. The eounql'y roads are
entirely’ maintained by the farmers., Al the
eity dwellers travel over the roads’ made by the
farmers.
 Mr. O’Loghlen: Everyone pa.ys for" the op-
keep .of the roads.

The PREMIER: No Very litthe Govern-

- ment subsidy is paid; almost all the money

comes out of the pockets of the farmers. In

-one road board distriet I am told the road

‘board taxes are nearly three times as high as

‘- the Btate land tax. The leader, of .the Opposi-
-tion said that the inereased railway freight

might have been avoided if -we imposed an in-
ereaser land tax to cover interest and sinl.
ing: fund ‘on the railwayd. I do not kmnow
what - the farmers will have to say to that
propoesition.

‘Hou. P. Colllér: The farmers rep&-esenta-
tives have already supported it.

The PREMIER: The loss last yéar on the
railways waa £400,000, and the interest and
sinking fund to be paid is £830,000. The
present land tax is £47,000, so it can he imag-
ined what sort of a tax would have to be
imposed to cover interest and sinking fund
on the railway loan expenditure. My frieud

- ¢almly supports that proposal

Hon, P. Collier: The 300 or 400 farmers’
leplesentatu’es in confergnce should know
what is best, for them, and they decided last
year to support it.

The PREMIER: As Treasurer I should
welcome the suggestion, because. it would get
Theare would be
o deficit if such a tax were imposed. I be-
lieve that the additional charge on farmers’
produce last year came to £39,000, and the
increased payments by the farmers totalled
£59,000. The increase was ls. per ton, no
matter how long or ghort the distance..

Hon. P. Collier: It was ag high as 3s. in

. §0me cases.

The PREMIER: I amn ta]kmg abont farm-
ers’ produee. The people in the city pay
their fajr proportion of course, but the peo-
ple who tell the farmers that- thev should not
pay mereased railway rates, notwlthstandmg
that there is a deficit of £400 000 on the op-
erations of the railways, are those who
should be made to pay. . All I can say is
that it is quite, iwoossible- for. the farmers
of this State to pay by way of land tax suffic-
ient to eover-that shortage.

Mr. Lutey: - What about city landowners?

" The' PREM'_'[ER “They “ould hdve to pay
thelr share, of coursk,; There"are two reasons
for taxing land, bak td pet revenue. and the
;I b not

ots ). 4‘1’ RS B
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are unwilling to improve it and to use it to
the fullest possible extent. ‘
My, Willeock: Obh, no!
The PREMIER: The man.in the couniry
“is just as active and enterprising and ener-
getic as the man in the town. Let us look

at the work that has been done during the .

last nine years, and we must remember that

the last five years practieally were years of,

war. Between 1810 and 1919 the ares of
cleared land increased from .1,571,000 acres
to 4,865,000 acres. That represents a ¢on-
- giderable amount .of work for the men on the
land to bhave done in the short space of nine
years, especially when we renmiember that five
years were years of war and that hundreds
-of farmers left their holdings and enlisted.
If the land is to be improved, we must have
eheap money and very much cheaper feneing
materia}l than we have been able to get far
some years past, Sufficient labour is essen-
tial, and there is not sufficient labour avail-
dble in the country fo-day to carry out the
jmprovements to the extent we would like.

Hon, W, C. Angwin: You are not likely
to get it. o ) -

.The PREMIER: We hope to get it. ‘

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Of course you hope.
. The PREMIER:
of  the hon, member, I think it will be forth-
¢oming. In addition, the operations of the
Agricnltural Bank must play some part, We
‘ean get the land whieh is unoccupied and un-
used either by purchase or resumption. AIll
land ought to be used, particularly the land
near to the railways.

Mr. Munsie:
do not use it? o :

The PREMIER: If we taxed only those
who did not use their land, that would be
another proposition. For the present I am
merely discussing the land tax whieh it has
been proposed showdd cover the loss on our
railways, and which would also compel people
to put their holdings to use. We know that
a vast area of land is held under conditional
purchase leases and that improvements are
compulgory. Members who talk about the
land not being used should remember that
the men on the land will this year produce a
crop which should be worth £8,000,000.

Mr. Willcock: Spread all over the coun-

try.
The PREMIER: This wealth will be pro- .
duced by men who are doing their very best. .

There is no class doing fairer or better work
than the men on the land. Dealing with eco-
nomies, it is almost unneeessary fo mention
that we determined some time ago to appoint
a buginess manager in comnection with the
institutions under , the Colonial Secretary’s
Department.

Hon. P. Collier:
charity votes.

The PREMIER: He has not done that,
and there is no intention of doing it.

Hon. P, Collier: Twopence here and three-
pence there. s

The PREMIER: It is not a ease of two-
pence here and threepence there.

Cutting down a few

And with the assistance

How about taxing those who

* Hon. W, C, Angwin: Is he the Ministe
there now9? - He -hag more power than th
Minister. I told him to go to blazes, anyhow
Hon. P. Collier: He has saperseded th
Minister. "
Hon. W. C. Augwin: He is only robbin
the poor children. Omnce we get over there
otit ‘he will go quick and lively. -
The PREMIER: You are not over her
et.
7 Mr, Munsie: We will be after next March
- Hou. P. Collier: Tt is a great economy t
start on starving children.
The PREMIER: If the hon. member wil
show where children are being starvéd
Hou, W, C. Angwin: I have shown where
I have written about it. ’
The PREMIER: It will be rectified.
Hon, W. C. Angwin: -It is unanswerable
The PREMIER: 'Phis buginess manage
has been appointed in eonnection with th
various institutions, but has nothing to &
with the children referred to by the hor
member.
- Hon, W, C, Angwin: He iz doing it.
The PREMIER: In regard to the smal
departments, we have effected a saving o
£15,800 for the year, and we have an in
crease in revenue of £12,000, I hope th
paving will be on that basis for the future
It bas nothing to 'd¢ with the amounts pair
to the children. These economies have bee
affected by the better management of th

" institutions.

Hon. P. Collier: His first work was de
voted to the charities )

The PREMIER: Which branch of th
charities? .

Hon. P. Collier: Children and old people

Mr. Munsie: . Ontiing out rations to ol
age pensioners.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
will have an opportunity . to address th
House later. : .

The PREMIER: Children outside are get
ting more per week than ever before,

 The Minister for Mines:* We will read th

Hon. member

Premier’s interjections with interest to
mMOTrow. ' .
Hon, P. Collier: He is not having so ba

a time as T had last night.

The PREMIER: Members say we shoul(
practice economy. During the regime of' thi
late Colonial Treasurer inquiries were made
and, partly as a result of those inquiries

.Mr, Simpson is now doing the work of man

aging these hospitals and institutions unde
the Colonial Seeretary. There are othe
economies which should be praetised, whiel
economies are more or less comnected witl
our relations with the Federal Government
No doubt duplications do exist, but depart
ments have been duplicated through m
fault of the State Governmeat. The dupli
cations are due to the Federal Government
In many cazes the duplications are small anc
are hardly noticed by' the public, but so fa
as possible we hope to preveni these dupli
cations and to use the Btate agencies-to d
the work for the Federal Government
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Among the departments where doplications
have oceurred are the Statistician’s and the
Electoral departments, and lately the Fea-
eral Government have opened a sub-Trea-
sury in Perth. . ’ .

Mr. Munsie: The work in econheetion with
the soldiers’ homes conld have heen done by
onr Workers’ Homes Board. .

The PREMIER: Yes. These duplica-
tions are all charges against the people.

Mr. Munsie: An absolute squandering of
money, .

The PREMIER: (We have taken up the
matter with the PFederal Government.

Mr, Munsie: We have been told that for
the last seven years. )

Hou, P, Collier: Ten years,

The PREMIER:. But we
nearer to a solution now,

Mr. Foley: If there is any money in it,
the Federal Government will have it.

The PREMIER: I do not suppose that
members wish me to discuss at any length
the operations of the- Industries Assistance
Board. .Y have already told members that
as a result of the payments by the farmers
under the board, we have 2 halance in hand
of two millions of money. This board has
been in operation for some time and has
done excellent work., This .year -555,823
acres will be cropped as a result of the
board’s work. .

Hon. P. Collier: That is another good:
policy which we gtarted,

The PREMIER: It was not quite so good
in the hon. member’s time .as it is now.
Last year the ares cropped was -486,000
aeres, and we have had delivered to us
3,667,964 bushels of wheat,, Wheat now is
worth money. The balance to be - earried
forward this year is £618,182, so thai the
men under the board have paid off a very
considerable sum apart from their interest.

are getting

We have heard something from the leader -

of the Opposition about soldier settlement.
I told the House last night that over 5,000
men hed applied for land. The actual nom-
ber of applicants to date is 5,494. We have
gsettled 3,078 men and have approved of
loans totalling £2,767,742. We have made
advances to the extent of £1,842,845, in
addition to which Lands Depariment ex-
penditure represents £501,132, The average
expenditure to date has beer £761, but
when the aunthorisation is exhausted, the
average commitment, inclading Lands ex-
penditure will be £1,062. To-day the Fed-
eral Government owe ug over a million of
money on aeccount of soldier settlement,

Mr. Munsie: You need to be carefnl that
they do not owe much more. They might
not pay.

The PREMIER: After much uegotiation,
we have made satisfactory arrangements
with the Commonwealth Government .for
settling 3,100 men and, for public works
ngeessitated by the settlement of these men,
we are to draw £4 600,000. This money: has
1wt been spenf. The balance of £1,250,000
:an he utilised for resumptions and for

‘chased and the soldiers settled.

works in connection with soldier seitlement.
We have authority to seftle ap  unlimited
number of men over and above the 3,100,
and the Commonwealth has agreed to ad-
vance a flat rate of £1,000 per man, The
‘arrangement with the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment is very satisfactory and very lib-
eral, particularly as we receive 214 per
cent. reduction in the rate of -interest, which
might otherwise be charged for five years on
these moneys to cover loss on repurchased
land,

Mr., Wilicock: The State finds the other
money., | .

The PREMIER: No, that is the average.

Mr. Troy: Do you think £1,000 is suffi-
cient? ' -

The PREMIER: The authorisation fo
date is £1,062. It is sofficient with the
money we have in hand,

Myr. Troy: Are we purchasing estates?

The PREMIER: Yes; it will cover them,
The leader of the Opposition is anxious that
a return be prepared showing the land pur-
I have no
objeetion to the House receiving that in-
formation, and I shall see that the return is
prepared.

Mr. Troy: What happens to the soldier
settlement revenue? .

The PREMIER: The leader of the Oppo-
sition said there was no public ~wworks poliey.
True, no such policy has been mentioned in
the Governor’s Speech, bni that does not
prevent us from bringing down railway Bills
or asking the House to authorise expendi-
ture for public works., The House laat year

. authorised the extension of the line from

Bencubbin. The line from Margaret River
to Pusselton is authorised and some money
has been spent in connection with it. We
hope that the line from Bridgetown fo Al-
bany will be' authorised this year, The
survey is almost eomplete: about 50, miles
of it remains to be completed. This country
will be needed in connection with the settle-
ment of gsoldiers and of immigrants. We
have had a eclassification made in .that
area during the last 12 wmonths and
the resuits have been very satisfactory.
There is a line, too, from Brookton west into
Dale, which will devclop a district at present
about 30 miles from a railway—too far, of
course, for profitable production. The eoun-
try has been settled for years, and T think
that the people who setfle on country of this
kind ought to reecive every comsideration at
the hands of the Government. Then the Rail-
way Advisory Board have recommended sev-
eral other small lines. None of these works
is of great magmitude, except the Albany to
Bridgetown line. The others are all either
short extensions or short spur lines. In my
opinion something should be dome to develop
the Geraldton harbour. Last session I pro-
mised the member for Geraldton (Mr. Will-
cock) that money for that purpose would be
placed on the Loan Estimates this year. I
believe that Geraldton is going to be a very
important port before very long. If is dis-
tant 250 miles from Perth, and as the only-
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port between Fremantle and Carparvon it
-ought to regeive attention. A good..deal of
work- has already been done in. con.nectmn
with the Geraldton- harbour, and it remains
with the Government to see -that the reat of
the work is earried,.qut. Of conyse 1t will
tzke some considerable time.. Then, too,, therg
it a water supply .for Geraldion, which would
involve eonmdsra.b]e erpp.ndmure. I hope t.ha.t
work will also, he, put. in band Jbefore wery
long. . The questmn of a water supply’ fof
Perth wﬂl receive attention. No eity of the
size of Perth ,eould for long do 'without an
adequate and 'good’ water supply. Thé Ead:
ginéeriin-Chief hes .beén making inquiries
into the matter, and I hiope that before Jong
_we shall be' gble t6 let. the country know just
what our poliey is in this connection. + The
leader of the Oppesition waxed véry eloguent
in conneection with the proposed appointment
ot soineons to control the State tr’admg eon-
cerns.’ .
Hon. P. Collier: T merely made a pass-
mg reférence to the matter.

The PREMIER: The hon. gentleman had
a good deal to say on the subJeci; and to-
aight the member for Kanowna (Hon.' T.
Walker) “talked about double-dealing and -
hypoerisy in comnnection with the trading
concerng. If the trading cdncerns are fo
continue, théy must be managed; and it is
absolutely wrong that they should be secat-
tered about the various Government -depart-
ments, attached to the ordinary public ser-
vice. If one goes to the Agricultural Depart-
ment, ¢ne finds the Wyndham Meat Works,
capltahsed at £800,000, controlled there. The
departments and everybody olse admits that
no Government departméent 18 so constituted
as to manage trading concerns satisfactorily
or suceessfnlly. * True, there is a general man-
ager of the meat works, but he is-at Wynd-
ham. The capital inveated in the State trad-
ing eorcerns amounts to no less than £1,800,-
000, and their turnover is very large; single
transaetions often invelve very considerable
amounts of money. If these concerns are to
-be properly managed, they munst be grouped,
and must be put under some competent conm-
trol. It is not economical to have the ship-
ping office in the Mines Department, or the
timber mills at the Works Department, or the
meat works at the Agricultural Department,
and to have the other trading concerns scat-
tered about in similar fashion., What is
wanted is keen management,

Hon. P. Collier: Business mana.gament,
business acumen.

The PREMIER: Yes, business acumen if
the hon, member pleases, and a pretty good
crop of it, too, to make ‘some of those con-
cerns pay.

Mr. Troy: You expect obe -man to '['.ake
¢ontrol of the whole lot¥ .

‘The PREMTER: “We must have. a. manager
for each of these: coneerns, but we musi alen
have someone in eontrol of them all..

Hon. P. Collier; Your proposed ICm;qmm-
sioner may be an expert af, plupgmg, but, if
so hé eannot bé dn’ ‘expert dn eezmg works,

The PREMIER: That would ‘hot e’ ex-
Phetdd, Mo ‘mak’ towd bd expectél 4;0 rrun

viki - st H
i

[ASSEMBLY.)

R B §

]

the Wyndham meat works and the Bo
quirryand .the Manjimup.-sawmills and t
Stat .'hotell but he eould supervise the 1
For example the Govergment at- present ha
half g dozen staffs of accountgnts. all. ov
the p]ac,e: in,.connection with the, trading ec
gerns, What we, propose’ does not; mean at
that thesg enterpriges will becpme perniane
if they -are well managed. .

Hon. .P. Collier: They are going to be p
manent all nght
«The PREMIER: I,do not want them
become  permanent, .but I am afraid th
will because the House will not permit the
sals.,, . .

Hon. P. Collier: You have not tested th

The ]?REMIER We will see when someo
comes along with a good offer. Then, tc
there are the State implement works, Tho
trading concerns imvolve not only a hea
capital expendifure, but a very large year
e‘zpenmture At any rate, Parljament w
have sh opportunity of saymg whether ¢
concerns shall be properly contrnlled
whether . they shall remain as’ at preset
scattered abéut the varions Government d
partments. We have been asked what 1
have done regarding the North. It ought
interest hon. members, and I have no dou
it will interest them, to hear that 80 millis
acres of pastoral leaseholds have been i
spected; and we hope to complete the inspe
tion of the North-Western and Eastern Dh
+gions by the end of December next, and
start appraisal next September, The Kir
berley district and the Eucla distriet we ho
to finish next year., Then, of course, t!
whole of the pastoral country will be clas:
fied and re-appraised; and I believe we she
receive 4 considerably increased revenue. 4
regards the South-West, I have already to
hon. members that we have classified 600,01
acrea. We have surveyora at work there no'
Of the 600,000 acres classified, some is alie
ated land, but a great deal is Crown lan
In, the South-West the question of foresh
‘classification has always been a trouble, at
.generally there is a great deal to do in t
preparation of lands in the BSouth-Wes
Even the survey is g difficult and tedio
task. However, we .do kmow mnow that v
have in sight 10,000 blocks of country claas
fied and surveyed. There are 500 blocks no
ready for gettlement, and 150 have be
passed for .soldiers as switable for dairyin
potato growing, fruit growing, and  inten
culture.

Hon, P. Collier:
a railway?-

The PREMIER: Some of it fairly elol
to-a railway, and all the rest close to whe
railways will go. During the past year the:
has heen some a.ctitvity in connection wil
land settlement, though not as much as the
might have been, becanse a great deal of lar
has. been held up for soldier settlement, TI
revenue of. the Lands Department has
dl.'eased from £308,672 in- 1918 19 to £339,8¢
in  1019-20, The expendifure has . ),‘
creased - -from- - £44,703 o | £59.819,
the same peraod.s The, North—W&at m

L

How cloge is this land !
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doubtedly ~ offers.’ great ' oppotintitics, the fared ‘are very highis: We pay. £11 -to- .
There - is' magnifieent - cattle “couhtry - id Wardy'tlie passage monéy;, which, ip from £3%

the Kimberleys, and a great deal 'of cotn-
try still to be settled. SBome 12 months ago
I Yequested the Hon. J. J. Holines, My.-F, B
Huttan, Mr. C. Blythe, and Mr. M. 'P. Durack
to form themselves into a board of "imqiiry
ju connection with the development of & very
large area ~of land "in FEast Kimberley,
atretching away to Wyndham itself. ~ Whén
1 was in Melbourne last year the Navy De-
partment told me that they wére making an
inspection of the coast-line between Derby
and Wyndham. The board of gentlemen 1
have named recommend that a port should 'be
established in consultation with the Navy
Pepartment.  They recommended, too, that
sonle -new conditions be laid down as regaids
pastoral holdings in that country. One eon:
dition is that thera should he some plan of
snbdivision before selection. Another is
that we lease 250,000 acres of first-class
land and one million aeres of second-class

land. - An efficient steamship -service will,
of course, be needed, Without that
the North-West cannot progress. Sonie

guestions have been asked concerrning 'the
wheat pool. I think hon. membéras know
that the pool is tb continme much as i€*has
axisted for the lagt four years. 1 wish to
mention that the pool has already paid
£11,339,509 to our farmers, and fhat it is
agtimated there still remains for them
£1,500,000 in the pool. INext year’s guaran-
tee, as we know, ig 5s. per bushel at the sid-
ing. That figure should, I think, be consid-
sred very satisfactory by hon. . members,
Fancy the handful of farmers in this State
having received for wheat alone nearly 12
millions of money in the last five years! K I
wounld like to make a few references to the
bulk handling scheme. I have a Bill-to bring
dowu to the House, and I believe the Fed-
aral Government are financing the co-opera-
ive company to a considerable extent, The
wompany are -to raise £250,000 themselvea,
and the Federal Government will find the
rest of the money. The scheme is absolutely
0-operative. 'What the Government of this
3tate have agreed to do is to find sites for
she sehéme. - T believe that it will be better
for the farmers of this State to have their
wheat handled ander a co-operative scheme,
;0 long as we are ' careful -to see that- the
farmers have freedom of trade. We must
e¢ that they have the right to sell “their
wvheat’ where they please and when they
ylease. The conditions introdueed into the
Bill. will safegurard all concerned without do-
ng any injustice to the co-operative scheme
tself. It will mean absclute freedom to the
farmer, and absolute freedom to the mer-
thants and the jeople who wish to deal in
vheat. The member for North-East Freman-
de (Hon. W, C. Angwin) wanted to-know
iomething about immigration. -As hon. mem-
Jers sre aware, immigrants are coming week
3y week; not very many, it is true, but still
1 numbetr are coming. In a month or two we
wpe to get 1,000 ovt in one vessel. The diffi-
:nity bas been lack of shipping. Moreover,

- Qpposition last night.

to £42. Under the ~Federal- Government’s
gr:lfdsal the fares will be'paid by the Fed-
I, Govbrnment. Nothitg will ‘be ‘done in
the way of sending but immigrants to any
State éxcept 'in close eo-operition “with the
Agents’ General. ' Qur Agint Ceme€tal rhust,
of eonrgé, say the number of ihmigrants that
we can ‘take, and when we can take them,
dnd the- class of 'immigrdnts we want. We.
shall have to assume Full responsibility for
them when they comé here, but the Federal
Guyvernmient propose to finance us, should this
be necessary, in connection with the settling
of ‘the immigrants in Western Australia, It
is. & very, good arrangement for ns. If the
scheme . i8° gone on with, Western . Australia
must benefit to a very much greater .extent
than any other State of the Commonwealth.
I believe it will be a very fine thing for us.
Tt will save us a great deal of momey, and
it will guarantee vs wider publicity than we
can ntherwise seeure. If this State becomes
kuown all over Great. Britain as = field for
immigrants, we shall probabiy "get more men
with munéy than we are geiting now, 1
shonld like to say a word ir acknowledgment
of the excellent work the Tgly Men have
done for the neweomers. They have ‘taken
the immigrants by the hand and helped them
as far as they possibly could, getting work
for them, and showing an interest which i@

very ‘useful. For the first time in the
history of the State, a number of
people  have offered to help, and - have

formed themselves into- committees and done
all thgy can to assist in lookipg after im-
migrants when they- land in Western. Aus-
tralia’ We have a congiderable amount - of
land in sight, and there is no danger of our
not being able to find suitable land when it is
required. I decire to give the Honse some
information. under these various headings, - I
listened to the. speech ‘of the leader. of the
It was a very good
speech, and I have no doubt that to members .
opposite it was a satisfactory ome. It hardly
diseloged the true position of affairs, but one *
naturally does mnot expect that to be other-
wise; I have been reminded to-night that for
five years I sat in opposition. That was =0,
and 'I always gave the Government an abso-
lutely fair deal, and helped to advertise them
when I thought advertisement was good for
them. 1 suppose the leader of the Opposition
i doing the same with me now. ’
Mr, Foley: T suppose they would have got
a bit to-night, had the position been reversed.
"The PREMIER: No matter how the hon.
gentleman may view the position, Western
Australia. has before it, perhaps as a result
of the wotk of the-Government, a very bright
outlook. - . o
“*Hon. P, Collier:. That is a modest claim,
The PREMIER: T ‘have ngp compunction
in saying that. . . :
Hon. P. Collier: You ha.vg'a'_share.i.n it,
but not the whole share.
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The PREMIER. We have a big share. Let
us say the hon. gentleman hag a small share:
He complained that he'had not before him
the poliecy of the Government.” What does
he want in that policy? He said we'required
more legislation. © - A

Hon. P. Collier: Industrial legislation.

The PREMIER: The hon. member did not
limit it to Ameridments of the Arbitration Act.
He 'said ‘there was no legislative programme.
We have-ehough legislation on the statute-
book to satisfy even the hon. ‘member, and I
do not 'know that we want very much more.

We may want some industrial legislation and'!
gome amendments to the Arbitration Aet.r I

should like to have a very clear suggestion
from the hon, member as to what these amend!
ments should be. It is unsatisfactory fo have
strikes continually happening. They ought
not to happen, and we ought to be able to
devise some means to prevent them,

Hon. P. Collier: I will introduce an
amending Bill myself during the session,

The PREMIER: It will save a good deal
of trouble if the hon. member will do so. 1
think he will find it difficult to introduce leg-
islation that will be satisfactory. I should
like to see some means of arriving at a setile-
ment of these disputes.

Hon. P. Collier: Preventing them, if we
ean.

The PREMIER: Yes, we ought to try.
The country must be ruined if strikes are
continunons. It is not” only that loss is
occagioned by strikes, but the practically
centinons trouble that goes on means that
men with capital are deterred from coming
here and investing their money here. I sup-
pese we have less trouble in Western Aus-
tralia than in any other part of the world,
but if we can avoid such-froubles as we have
had it would be a good thing.

Mr. Willeock: Therefore we would have
more capital here if we had less industrial
strife.

Mr. Troy: We have more now.

The PREMIER: We would bave more en-
terprises and more activity. If a man puats
a considerable sum of money into woollen
mills or cement works, or into the hundred
and one indusiries that are possible in the
State, such as’ gold mining, copper mining,
and lead mining, he ought to feet fairly .ecer-
tain that work will be continunous. I do not
suppese any section of the people wants to
strike. So far as my knowledge goes, and
my interviews with leaders of umions go, I
know that strikes are not wanted. Everyone
seems to want to avoid them, but people ar
constantly getfing into trouble. :

Hon. P. Collier: Ii shows that there must
be some cause.

The PREMIER: I admit that. In all
my interviews with union "leaders there bas
been absgolute frankness and a desire to avoid
4rouble on their part. .

Hon. P. Collier: ~ Absclutely.

The PREMIER: I admit that frankly.
Nothing eonld -be more pleagant than my
negotiations with union leaders during the
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last 12 months. Apparently it has not bee
possible to: avoid trouble, I. do not kmno
if by amending our arbitration laws we ca
devise any meéans that will bring peace.

Hon, P. CQollier: + We can reduce the risk,

'The PREMIER: - Possibly the - wagt
board systeni' would have some effect. W
started the session rather badly to-day.

Hon, P. Gollier: No. .

The PREMIER: We spent a considerab
portion of the day in disecussing a ver
siniple Bill, the Supply Bill, .

Hoi: P. Collier: A very important one.

The PREMIER: A very important Bil
it is true, I hope the work of this sessio
will be on the same basis as the work of las
gession, It bas been ktated that we are nc
frank, and tkat weé have not given inform:
tion to hon. members. There never was
(overoment morvé willing to give inform:
tion, and never one that had less to hide tha
this Government,

Hon. P. Collier:
ness, then. .

The PREMIER: Oh, no! The hon. ger
tleman ecan have all the information h
wants, and -all we have to give. In dealin
with the matter of finances, will hon. mem
bers recollect that it is important that taxa
tion should be so imposed as not to interfer
with enterprises, and so placed that the bur
den does not fall too heavily upon the peopl
taxed? T do not know quite how much ad
ditional faxzation will be necessary, I haw
told the Hounsge that I believe, if we had re
ceived a fair run for the last 12 months, i
would be satisfied with the financial resmit
for the year. Of ecourse these happenings wil
occur. No one can guarantee that next yea
we shall be free from troubles, and that th:
business of the country will proceed withen
interruption. If I could do that the posi
tion would be quite different. The outlool
for the seagon is bright, and prices for ow
produce will prebably be good. In addition
there are other industries which will, if ear

It was more forgetfu

.ried on continuously, produce a tremendow

amount of revenue. By one means and an
other revenue is degived from almost even
trangaction that oceurs. I am not anxious te
impose additional taxation. ;

Hon. P. Collier: Let us rather avoid it i
we ¢an restore the finances without it.

The PREMIER: We, too, are anxious f
get through without it but we cannot go or
with an annual deficit of nearly £700,000
even if a great deal of that is set aside t«
cover the sinking fund. I would not mind =
defieit which was representative of the sink:
ing fund for a year or two until we got or
our feet. That would not matter beeanse we
would not be going back, as the money would
be geing into the sinking fund. It is, how-
ever, impossible to face a deficit of nearly
£700,000 a year. The people are on their
feet mow, and are better able to pay than
the;g were 12 months ago. The trouble about
taxing a new country is that there. is taken
from the people’ that whick thev ought to
have to spend in developing their holdings or
business. : .
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Mr. Willeock:
ren, - .
The PREMIER: I firmly believe that a
sovereign in the hamds of a private indi-
. ¥idual will bring more lasting good to the
- eountry than two Sovereigns spent by fhe
State. We have to carry on the services of
. the country and educate our children. We
. have to provide for the health of the people
and those facilities which make development
_possible., If our railways eould bhe made to
- balance, if our trading concerns could be
made to balance, all would be well, but un-
less we can bring this about, and gpeedily
. :90, we. shall have {0 impose additional taxa-
ion.
Hon. P. Collier: I think the railways re-
quire overhavling, That is where the whole
. trouble iy! If we balance the £400,000 losa
on the railways we need mot troublé about
- the .other £300 000. .
The PREMIER: That would be satisfac-
tory for a time. The running of 7,000 miles
of railways in this ‘country, widespread as it
is, with our lands in process of “development
_and with very much redueed traffie on the
‘ goldfields, iz a diffieult task. It is -a hard
“thing to square the ledger and to
Jxun the railways under such econditions,
I should like to thank the leader of
. the Opposition for the considerate speech he
made last night. I do not know that he in-
tended to be considerate, but his was a per-
fectly proper and right speech to make.
. Hon. ¥, Collier: I &id not intend to be
" unfair. .
The PREMIER: I maintain that there is
very little to.say against any aet of govern-
-ment during the .last 12 montha.
. On motion by Mr. Harrison, debate ad-
Journed. C <

And jn feeding their child-

House adjourned at 9.56 pm,’
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The PRESIDENT tock the Chair at 4.30
pam., and read prayers. :

..Baxter—Enast) [4.35]: .
. fny undertaking of yesterday afternoom, I

“on the Australian Wheat Board.
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MINISTERIAL STATEMENT—WHEAT
BOARD..

. Mr, B J. MeGibibon's Pesition.
The HONORARY MINISTER (Hon. G ¥. '
In accordance with

now ask leave to make a statement regarding
the operations of the Wheat Board: .
Leave given. )

The HONORARY MINISTER: I have

been twitted in the Press and elsewhere, if

not direétly challenged, to give the reasons
why it has not been considered advisable to
recommend His Excellency the Governor to
re-appoint Mr. Sinclair J. McGibbon as the
Western Australian growers’ representative-
The exeeu-
tive of the Farmers’ and Settlers’ Associa-
tion also asked for the reasons, some weeks
ago. T replied that it was'urmsual to make
public the reasons for the mbn-re-appointment
of any officer, extept with that officer’s.con-
gent, but that I would do so, of course, if Mr,
MeGibbon epecifically agreed. The letter of
permission suggested was, howeyer, not forth-
coming. It is fair to Mr. MeGibbon to say
that I do not know wbether he was ever
asked for it. Y eertainly did mot ask him.
The executive’s rejoinder was.that as the
matter was one of public interest,” the in-
formation sought should be supplied.’ I
agreed that if Mr,) Mc@ibbon withheld his

'ponsent and it were shown that the reasen

for his retirement was of public importance,
I would make the information availablé in
the usnal way and at the proper time. Ques-
tions have been agked in this House regard-
ing Mr. MeGibbon’s non-reappointment and

_the Gevernment have in reply given & promise

that I should take.an early opportunity of
making 2. statement. Moreover, other mem-

- bers have informed me that unless a siate-

ment is made, further gquestions will follow,
A representative meeting . of the wheat
growers, sitting in Perth on Tuesday, passed
a motidn recommending the reappointinent of
My, MeGibbon as growers’ representative on
the* board pending the. election of a 'member,
in order that Western Auvstralian growers
might have immediate representation. It is
to be regretted that such a. motion should
have been passed before the reasons actuat-
ing the Government in declining to recom-
mend Mr., McGibbon’s further membership
of the Australian Wheat Board were knowh.
It is to be assumed that as Mr.. McGibbon
was present. at the meeting, ‘he iz prepared
to aceept such nomination. Under these eir-
cumstances it is neeessary, 1 think, that the
intentions of the (overnment should at onge-
be made known on this matter. It eertainly
i desirable that: g0 many farmers with in-
terests in the present and coming wheat pool
who are nmow in the city should not leave
Perth until they have had an opportunity. of
eongidering the relations of the Government
with Mr. MeGibbon. I therefore crave the
indulgence of this House in order that T
may make -my: statement this afternoon.



